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MuscogeeNationFestival.com
Contact tourism@muscogeenation.com for more information.

It’s an electric arc of talent 
that keeps us on our toes. 
Our legends on silver screens, 
in galleries, at stickball fields 
and podiums. It’s here.

It’s the soft sound of a 
Native flute. The focus 
of a potter shaping clay. 
Traditions shared by 
living masters. 

ONE NATION.
ENDLESS ADVENTURE.

A NATION OF

CULTURECULTURE
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ative Oklahoma Magazine 
is a publication not 
only for the visitor to 

Oklahoma, but also a resource 
for our Native community and 
neighbors. Every month, Native 
Oklahoma’s award-winning writers 
showcase Native artists, cooks, 
foods, culture, and crafts, as well 
as current events and powwows.   
Our issues include event 
calendars and lists of Native 
American attractions across 
Oklahoma. Native Oklahoma also 
includes a list of gaming venues, 
places to stay, and the location of 
tribal headquarters.
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Chickasaw Children’s Village celebrates 20 years 
of nurturing First American students

The Chickasaw Children’s Village in Kingston, 
Oklahoma, recently celebrated 20 years of 
providing a safe and nurturing home-like 

environment for First American youth. 

Chickasaw Nation Governor Bill Anoatubby said the 
institution’s success has resulted from a concentrated 
effort to focus on what is important, the young people 

and meeting their emotional, spiritual, social and 
physical needs.

“We have determined all these years to do our best to 
get it right,” Governor Anoatubby said at a reception 
commemorating the 20 year anniversary of the children’s 
village. “When it comes to the children’s village, I really 
do believe we got it right.

The Chickasaw 

Children’s 

Village in 

Kingston, 

Oklahoma, 

recently 

celebrated 

its 20th 

anniversary. 

This is what better 
feels like.
Primary Care for Tulsans Age 60+

Join today at 
ArchWellHealth.com
or call (918) 203-7006
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“All this time, there has been a focus on what’s 
important. While we’re commemorating this moment in 
time, let’s also reflect on these two decades of profound 
and transformative impact this program has had, and the 
facility has had, on the lives of hundreds of youth.”

Governor Anoatubby said the overriding goal is the 
same as when the Chickasaw Nation first invested in the 
future of Chickasaw and other First American children.

“The inception of the children’s village was born out of a 
desire to provide a nurturing environment for our young 
people – a place where the challenges of the present 
are met with the enduring strength and wisdom of our 
Chickasaw history, courage and heritage.

“We’re just as committed today and remain committed 
to fostering resilience, personal growth, the cultural 
identity of all of our students. The success stories that 
emanate from this village demonstrate the profound 
impact this place has had on lives,” he said.

Governor Anoatubby expressed appreciation to 
Chickasaw Children’s Village’s employees and supporters.

“I am grateful for these 20 years, grateful for the 
dedicated employees, for the generous supporters we’ve 
had in this vibrant community in which we live and 
the Kingston school system. We have relied upon you, 
and you’ve come through for us and for our students. 
We appreciate all of you and all the community that 
surrounds the children’s village.

“Your contributions are the foundation upon which 
this institution stands, enabling us to lift our children 
toward a brighter future – and to the program 
management team, whose visionary leadership has 
guided the children’s village from its inception to the 
thriving community it is today. Your strategic oversight 
and passionate commitment have been pivotal to this 
program’s success,” he said.

Governor Anoatubby said students’ parents and their 
families play a vital role in ensuring positive outcomes.

“To the parents and families of those who have 
lived here, thank you. Your trust and openness have 
been crucial to the children’s village’s mission. Your 
collaboration in this journey has enabled us to create a 
supportive and effective environment for growth and for 
learning.”  

Governor Anoatubby said First American children 
who reside at the Chickasaw Children’s Village are the 
centerpiece of its enduring success story. 

“And to our children, really the heart of the Chickasaw 
Children’s Village, your perseverance, courage, and 
growth – you’re an inspiration to all of us. You embody 
the future we strive to build, and your success is our 
shared joy and our ultimate goal.

“In this endeavor, we want to draw upon our shared 
history, a history full of examples of perseverance, of 
unity and of an unwavering, conquering warrior’s spirit.  

“As we look forward to the future, let us carry the spirit 
of gratitude and collaboration that has brought us to 
this point. The path ahead is bright with promise, and 
together we will continue to nurture a community of 
hope, safety and personal development for generations 
to come.”

Sallie Wallace has served as the Chickasaw Children’s 
Village director since the facility opened on its 160-
acre grounds along Lake Texoma. Wallace said she and 
her staff have assisted numerous tribes from Texas, 
Arkansas, Kansas and Washington state.

“For a number of years our students have maintained 
an overall GPA (grade-point average) of 3.0 and above,” 
Wallace said.

“With respect, honesty and integrity, passion, sympathy, 
empathy, love and devotion to the children’s village, we 
are 20 years strong. We are so proud to be a part of this 
great Chickasaw Nation,” she said.

Chickasaw Children’s Village applicants must be First 
American students in grades 1-12 and eligible for 
enrollment in Kingston Public Schools.

Designed as an alternative to the dormitory approach 
to housing students, each cottage accommodates 
approximately eight students and two house-parents 
who offer support, direction and guidance. In addition, 
students have access to a library, computer lab, mental 
wellness resources, an agriculture education facility and 
recreation areas.

Students at the village attend the Kingston school 
system, where they are encouraged to participate in 
extracurricular activities. Tutoring services and flexible 
academic curriculum are designed to meet the needs 
of every student, including courses for college-bound, 
vocational, remedial, special education and at-risk 
students.

For more information, visit Chickasaw.net or call  
580-564-3060.
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NEW HIGHLIGHTS TO THE 
LIMITED EDITION SERIES

Introducing the Manta Series crossbody and beauty bag. Two 
styles with a unique highlight representing the cultural attire of 
the Acoma Pueblo.

“The manta is a traditionally worn garment by the women of 
the Acoma Pueblo during cultural celebrations. A woven sash, 
is placed around the waist as an added highlight to the overall 
traditional look. These bags are an homage to the matriarchal 
beliefs of the Acoma Pueblo and a representation of the continued 
strength and endurance of our people.” - L. Aragon

Manta Resilience Crossbody: Cotton twill & canvas shell with 
black on gray Acoma Pottery print representing signature 
pottery patterns by designer Loren Aragon. Bag measures 8” X 
8” X 2.5”, with gunmetal hardware, dual internal pockets, quick 
access back-side pocket, water repellant black nylon lining, and 
adjustable/detachable, 55” strap.

Manta Beauty Bag: Constructed with a cotton twill shell featuring 
a signature design black on gray Acoma pottery print. Bags 
measure 8” X 9” X 2”, with zipper closure, water repellant nylon 
lining, and 6” wrist strap.

A limited edition set of 20 bags in each style. Each numbered 
as they are sold. Released in batches of 10. First batch release: 
4/15/2024

Visit ACONAV.com to shop the collection.

YOU ARE A  

WINNERWINNER  
IN MORE WAYS 

THAN ONE!
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2024 Annual Tribal Festival Guide

This is the official listing of pow-wows and Tribal 
festivals for 2024. Starting in May from Copan 
Pow-wow to Lawton for the Comanche Fair at 

the end of September.

MAY 
Comanche Little Ponies 54th 
Annual Celebration 2024
May 10th-11th, 2024
Comanche County Fairgrounds, Expo Center
920 S. Sheridan Rd., Lawton, OK
Event is free and open to the public. Gourd 
dancing begins at 5:00 pm on Friday. Gourd 
Dancing & Scalp dancing all evening on 
Friday. Gourd Dancing at 12:00 pm on 
Saturday. Supper Break at 5:00 pm. Grand 
Entry at 6:00 pm on Saturday. Contests 
in all divisions. Special Men’s Straight 
Dance Contest 55 yrs. +. Women’s applique 
contest (all ages contest). Entire event Live 
Streamed on Lone Tipi Productions. All 
singers, dancers, clubs & organizations are 
cordially invited

59th Annual Delaware Pow 
Wow
May 24th-26th, 2024
The event will be held near Copan Oklahoma 
on road 600 at the Falleaf Campgrounds. 
(3 miles East of Highway 75 on Road 600).

The 59th Delaware Pow Wow will be held 
Memorial Day weekend. Free Parking and 
Free Admission. Make sure you get there 
right before supper break each day to 
visit and make new friends. Gourd dance 
Friday 6 pm to 8 pm, Saturday & Sunday 
3 pm to 5 pm and 6 pm to 8 pm. Dance 
contests are every night starting at 8 pm 
til close. Followed by Stomp Dance Friday 
& Saturday nights. All specials on Saturday 
and Sunday afternoons from 1 pm to 3 pm. 
Bet Football Game-Men against Women - 
Saturday at 11 am. Sunday Morning Church 
Service 10 am at the arena.  Winners 
announced and prize money paid out at 
the end of the Pow-wow on Sunday night 
(Winners must be present and in dance 
clothes to receive prize payout).  For more 
info contact Jennifer Dick 918-323-2581, 
or jenhen28@gmail.com

52nd annual Redmoon 
Memorial Day Powwow
May 24-26, 2024
One Mile North & Two Miles East of Junction 
Hwy. 33 & 34 in Hammon, OK
Gourd Dance Daily 3-5 pm. Flags: Up at 9 

am / Down at 6:30 pm Daily. Grand Entries 
Nightly 7:30 p.m. (Must make all 3 for 
contests). Vendors: Food $100/weekend or 
$40/per day. Crafts $75/weekend or $35/
per day. For more information call  
580-339-1946, 580-309-0042,  
580-799-4566 or 405-637-6036

JUNE 
54th Annual Alabama-
Coushatta Pow-wow
May 31st – June 1st, 2024
Alabama-Coushatta Veteran’s Pavillion
301 Daycare Road, Livingston, TX
Drum contest – Southern & Northern 
(Separate Categories)
For more information call 936-252-1784 
or email: ac.powwow@gmail.com.

Iowa Tribal Pow-wow
June 14th-16th, 2024
Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma Pow-wow Grounds
Perkins, OK
Vendors contact: Kent Tehauno  
405-788-9990

The Pandemic is, hopefully, officially over with. Lots 
happen since everyone has had to distance themselves 
from each other. Always take time to love the ones that 
have gone on, natural or otherwise, and to remember 
keep these traditions and customs that’s been handed to 
us to carry on.

For this year. Lots of dances! Lots of Tribal Festivals! 
Lots of food! So mark your calendars and make your 
plans to travel around Oklahoma and see some of 
the finest dancers in this state! You’re going to get a 
glimpse of contest pow-wows to annual dances not seen 
anywhere else in the country. You will get to see and 
hear from some thirty different tribes and the annual 
festivals they put on since before statehood right here in 
this issue. 

Keep this issue with you for the course of the season 
and make sure you make it to every event this year!
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Peoria Powwow
June 21st - 23rd,  2024
Buffalo Run Casino Showplace (indoor & 
air-conditioned!)
1000 Buffalo Run Blvd., Miami, OK

47th Annual Muscogee Nation 
Festival
June 20th-23rd, 2024
Okmulgee, OK
This one has it all! Starting off with 
Stomp dances on Thursday night. Each 
year, thousands gather at the Claude Cox 
Omniplex right here in Okmulgee for a 
weekend filled with activities celebrating 
the Muscogee people. This annual 
celebration includes cultural exhibitions, 
sports tournaments, concerts featuring 
local and national acts, arts and crafts, 
great food, carnival rides, a parade, and 
many more festivities for the entire family 
to enjoy. All activities are free and open to 
the public.
For more information go to  
www.muscogeenationfestival.com
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49th Annual Tonkawa Tribal 
Pow-wow
June 28-30th, 2024
Fort Oakland Community, Tonkawa, OK
This may be the 49th Annual Tribal 
pow-wow but it is originally the 139th 
Anniversary of the arrival of the Tonkawa to 
Ft. Oakland, OK. Come out and experience 
the Tonkawa Tribal Powwow, an annual 
tribal celebration featuring Native American 
dancing, princess crowing, contests, crafts, 
artwork and food. This year marks the 48th 
annual event and will celebrate the “Year 
of the Woman.” Dance styles will include 

straight, war, gourd, fancy, traditional, cloth 
and buckskin categories. Stick around for a 
Traditional Tonkawa Scalp dance during the 
Saturday night program and a Nez Perce 
memorial contest Sunday evening. This 
year’s event will also include a horseshoe 
tournament, fireworks, veteran’s supper 
for encampment, disc golf tournament 
and a 3-on-3 basketball tournament. Free 
camping, along with electric and water 
hookups, will be available.

23rd Annual Miami Nation 
Pow Wow
June 28th -29th , 2024
Miami Nation Arena
2319 Newman Road, Miami, OK, 74354
Contests – George Alexander 580-401-
1481. Vendors – Tera Hatley 918-919-1444. 
Camping – Donya Williams 918-541-7274. 
General Info – Julie Olds 918-541-3131. Miami 
Tribe HQ: 918-541-1300 

JULY 

Kiowa Gourd Clan Celebration
July 2nd - 4th, 2024
Carnegie City Park, Carnegie, OK
Witness this traditional ceremony by the 
Kiowa Gourd Clan at the annual Kiowa 
Gourd Clan Celebration. You will see some 
200 –plus gourd dancers celebrate the 
Kiowa heritage. A Kiowa story recounts 
the tale of a young man who had been 
separated from the rest of the tribe. Hungry 
and dehydrated after many days of travel, 
the young man approached a hill and heard 
an unusual kind of singing coming from 
the other side. There he saw a red wolf 
singing and dancing on its hind legs. The 
man listened to the songs all afternoon and 
through the night and when morning came, 

Photo of Tonkawa Tribal Scalp Dance 
Society

Continued on next page
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the wolf spoke to him and told him to take 
the dance and songs back to the Kiowa 
people. The “howl” at the end of each gourd 
dance song is a tribute to the red wolf. The 
Kiowa Gourd Dance was once part of the 
Kiowa Sun Dance ceremony. This dance 
was once banned by the US government 
but was brought back in the 1950’s to 
continue the Kiowa cultural ceremonies. 

79th Annual Pawnee Indian 
Veterans Homecoming  
Pow-wow
July 4th – July 7th, 2024
Memorial Stadium, Pawnee, OK
The annual Pawnee Indian Veterans 
Homecoming Powwow is a community 
event that has honored veterans since 
1946, and celebrating American Indian 
culture. Enjoy powwow activities Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings and 
free overnight primitive camping on-site. 
This family event features Indian dance 
contests, heritage programs and more. 
Free rations will be given out to campers 
Saturday morning. Dance contests will be 
held each night, with the Princess contest 
being held on Friday. Other popular annual 
events include the Saturday Veteran’s 
Parade in Downtown Pawnee, and the 
Hawk Chief 5K Run. Battle of the Bands 
Handgame. Everyone is invited to take 
part in all these fun activities. Between 
activities, be sure to visit the native arts 
and crafts and food vendors. For more 
information. Contact: 918-762-3621.

152nd Annual Quapaw  
Pow-wow
July 4th-7th, 2024
Beaver Springs Park, Quapaw, OK
This is one of the oldest dances in the state! 

Lots of history around this festival. The 
tribe holds its annual Quapaw Powwow 
celebration over the 4th of July weekend 
each year, that includes singing, dancing, 
contests, vendors and plenty of family fun. 
Come celebrate the culture and history of 
the Quapaw Tribe.
For more information: Contact Melany 
Shawnee at 918-724-6404. 

Thunderbird Casino 
Anniversary Celebration
July 5th-6th, 2024
Little Axe, OK
Thunderbird Casino
Live Music x 2 nights (artist announcement 
coming), watermelon feeds, free inflatables, 
stomp dance, pow-wow, fireworks! 
Fireworks! Fireworks! More information, 
contact: Lisa Frazier 405-360-9270

59th Annual Sac and Fox 
Nation Pow Wow
July 11th -14th , 2024
Jim Thorpe Memorial Park in Stroud, OK 
Come and experience this annual American 
Indian event featuring native dancing, 
singing, dance competitions, arts and 
crafts, a rodeo, food vendors, outdoor 
camping and much more. Enjoy the Sac & 
Fox Nation Celebration Open Rodeo at this 
annual Sac and Fox Nation Pow Wow and 
witness traditional rodeo events such as 
bull riding, bareback riding, saddle bronc 

riding, team roping, calf roping, steer 
wrestling and more. Located 5.5 Miles 
south of Stroud. Don’t miss this event!
For More Information. Contact Mason 
Williamson 918-306-2101. 

142nd Annual Otoe-Missouria 
Encampment
July 18th - 21st, 2024
Red Rock, OK
A tradition that has been kept by the 
Otoe and Missouria since their removal 
from their ancestral homelands. The 
encampment is a time to allow family 
members from all over the country to 
come home and celebrate their culture and 
heritage as one family. Even despite their 
historic removals and travels from Missouri 
and Iowa. Their history still carries on.
Come and visit this event and enjoy in 
the fellowship and dancing in their Tribal 
traditions! Tribal members usually camp 
at their inherited family campsites. All 
campsites on the inner circle are already 
assigned. Any new campsites will be 
located on the North or South ends of the 
Encampment Grounds. ALL new campsites 
must be approved by the Encampment 
Chairman before moving onto the site. Any 
conflicts regarding campsite assignments, 
locations or dimensions will be addressed 
by the Encampment Committee on a case-
by-case basis. For more information. 
Contact 405-258-8342 or log on to 
 www.omtribe.org

70th Annual Comanche 
Homecoming Celebration
July 19th -21st, 2024
Sultan Park in Walters, OK
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74th Annual Indian Hills  
Pow-Wow
July 26th - 28th , 2024
Indian Hills Pow Wow Grounds, Oklahoma 
City, OK 
The Indian Hills Pow Wow in Oklahoma City 
is an exciting Native American gathering 
that is open and free to the public. Held in 
east Oklahoma City, The Indian Hills Pow 
Wow is one of the biggest Pow Wows in 
the Oklahoma City Metro and features 
hundreds of traditional Native American 
dancers from throughout the state and 
nation. This event features traditional 
dancing and competitions for all age 
groups. Visitors can purchase authentic 
American Indian arts and crafts and 
cheer on competitors in the horseshoe 
tournament. Indian tacos and other 
traditional foods will be available, as well as 
plenty of activities for children. 
The official opening will be at 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday as Gourd Dancing begins, 
followed by the Grand Entry Thursday’s 
celebration of dance contests. Be sure to 
attend this event. For more information 
and location: Indian Hills Pow Wow 
Grounds 9300 N Sooner Rd Oklahoma 
City, OK 73101 Phone: 405-328-0743

72nd Annual Tulsa Pow-wow
July 27th - 28th, 2024
Cox Business Center, Tulsa, OK
This signature event of the Tulsa Indian 
Club has been around since 1952, began as 

a small, backyard gathering and grew into a 
nationally known Native American summer 
celebration. With over 60 years of history 
celebrating hundreds of years of tradition, 
the Tulsa Powwow attracts thousands of 
competitors and cultural enthusiasts to the 
Cox Business Center every July. For more 
information. Contact David Bible at  
918-724-0762

AUGUST
Oklahoma Indian Nations  
Pow-wow
Aug. 2nd- 4th, 2024
Concho Powwow Grounds in Concho, OK
Vendors welcomed / Grand Entry Night  
7 p.m. For more information call  
405-361-8945

47th Annual Wichita Tribal 
Dance
August 16th - 18th, 2024
Wichita Tribal Park, Anadarko, OK
Organized as the Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes, the center of activity is at Anadarko, 
Oklahoma, where the Wichita Tribal Park 
and office buildings are located. The 
culture, history and ancestors of the 
Kitikiti’sh--the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes-
-can be traced back to the Central and 
Southern Plains since prehistoric times. 
Archaeologists believe that the heritage 
of the Wichita may be traced back at least 
800 years to the Washita River culture of 
central and western Oklahoma. Like many 
other tribes. Their annual events started 
out as summer encampments with their 
families and other tribes that have created 
a common relationship. Now Tribal dances 
have been held each year to continue that 
tradition. The Wichita Tribal Dance is a free 
event and is open to the public. Dance 
competitions are open to Wichita Tribal 
members and their descendants. Gourd 
dancers, war dancers and a color guard 
will all be on-hand to participate in this 
year’s Wichita Tribal Dance. Free meals will 
be available on designated nights of the 
event. Food and vendor booths will also be 

on-site. The Wichita Tribal Dance Grounds 
are located at Wichita Tribal Park 1-1/4 miles 
north of Anadarko on Highway 281.

61st Annual Ottawa Pow Wow 
and Celebration
August 30th - September 1st, 2024
Adawe Park in Miami, OK
This Labor Day weekend powwow includes 
a variety of activities such as gourd 
dancing, war dancing, stomp dancing and 
other social dances. The Ottawa Pow Wow 
and Celebration, hosted by the Ottawa 
Tribe of Oklahoma is a family-friendly event. 
The celebration continues the tradition 
of holding no-contest dancing and offers 
participants ample opportunities to relax, 
dance and have fun. The Ottawa Tribal 
Powwow includes a variety of activities 
including gourd dancing, war dancing, 
stomp dancing and other social dances. 
This event charges no admission and is 
open to the public. Adawe Indian Park also 
offers plenty of camping space and RV 
electrical hook-ups. For More Information: 
918-540-1536 Contact Kalisha Dixon at 
kalisha.oto@gmail.com

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
Labor Day Powwow
August 30th -September 2nd, 2024 
Colony Powwow Grounds in Colony, OK
The Cheyenne Arapaho Labor Day 
Celebration Powwow, first held in 1942, 
will be at Colony, about 15 miles south of 
Weatherford. Arts and crafts, food booths 
and musical and dancing entertainment 
will be offered throughout the event.

Continued on next page
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72nd ANNUAL

TULSA POWWOW 
July   27-28, 2024  

Cox Business Center - 100 Civic Center, Tulsa, OK 74013 
Indoor-Air conditioned Venue 

2023-2024    Tulsa Powwow Princess 
Kitana Swimmer-Foreman

HEAD STAFF 
MC: Juaquin Hamilton-Youngbird 

AD: Mason & Marshall Williamson 

HS: Silas Satepauhoodle 

HM: Pete Moore Jr. 

HL: Taylor McClellan

Host Gourd: Comanche Little Ponies 

Color Guard: Seminole Nation Honor Guard

Host Northern Drums: Redland Singers

Honored Veteran: Ira Kauley 

Honored Elder: Donna Jean Tsatoke-Moppope 

2024-2025 Tulsa Powwow Princess: Madeline Gray-Goodfox 

Arts & Crafts Vendors: 
Sammy Haynes - 918. 704.2200 

tpwvendorinfo@gmail.com 

Powwow Info: 
David Bible- 918. 724.0762 

Host Hotel: 
La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham-Tulsa Downtown/Route 66 

707 S. Houston Tulsa, OK 74127 

918-921-6493 Deadline July 1st $119 rate

CONTESTS 

SPECIAL CONTESTS - MORE TBA
Adult Team Dance (3 person minimum)

Youth Team Dance {16 and under) 

IRON MAN 2 Winners Take All 
Men: Grass /Traditional /Fancy 
Women: Jingle /Fancy Shawl 
Sponsored by Jim Whiteshirt & Family 
$1000-Men Winner  $1000 Women Winner

OPEN TO PUBLIC • ARTS & CRAFTS • FOOD VENDORS • DOORS OPEN 11am • i5 Admission 
Gourd Dance Start 12 Noon 

Weapons, drugs, or alcohol of any kind is strictly prohibited! 
Tulsa Indian Cl ub,inc. is not responsible for any theft and/or accidents 

Golden Age 60+ will have separate categories 

Golden Age Women-- Cloth/Buckskin/Jingle/Fancy 

Golden Age Men-- Traditional/Straight/Grass/Fancy 

Women's-- Cloth/Buckskin/Jingle/Fancy 

Men's-- Traditional/Straight/Grass/Fancy 

Jr.Girl's-- Cloth/Buckskin/Jingle/Fancy 

Jr. Boy's-- Traditional/Straight/Grass/Fancy 

Tiny Tots 

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH DRUM GROUPS-
SUNDAY SESSION

Mens Straight-Sponsored by Margie Anquoe 
and Family

Admission is free. Campsites also will be 
available. Join others from across the nation 
who are drawn to the annual Cheyenne 
Arapaho Labor Day Powwow. The Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes are eager to share the 
wealth and origin of their culture with you. 
Point System in place for all Grand Entries; 
2 Grand Entries required. Dances start at 
8pm each evening. Vendors Welcomed. For 
more information call 580-574-0165,  
580-791-0351 or 580-445-0932. For more 
information, go to www.c-a-tribes.org. 

Annual Choctaw Nation Labor 
Day Festival
August 30th - September 1st, 2024
Tvshka Homma, capital of the Choctaw 
Nation.
The Choctaw Nation invites all visitors to 
enjoy tribal heritage activities, Choctaw 
cultural exhibitions, stickball games, arts 
and crafts, free concerts and carnival 
rides. A great way to begin any day of 
the festival is by visiting the Choctaw 
Nation Museum. The museum holds many 
historical artifacts and information about 
the Choctaw culture and past, including 
actual objects that were carried across the 
Trail of Tears and interactive exhibits. Log 
on to www.choctawnation.com for more 
information on this event.

SEPTEMBER

34th Annual Wyandotte  
Pow-Wow
September 13th -15th, 2024
Wyandotte Nation Pow Wow Grounds, 
Wyandotte, OK
Witness traditions come to life at the 
Wyandotte Powwow, a tribal celebration 

featuring a variety of dance contests. Watch 
as all ages, dressed in traditional regalia, 
compete for cash prizes in categories 
including women’s buckskin, cloth, fancy 
shawl and jingle dress, as well as men’s 
grass dance, traditional, straight and 
fancy dance. The Wyandotte Nation Tribal 
Powwow will also feature Grandparent’s 
Day events and activities for the entire 
family. Must be registered and participate 
in two Grand Entries and two Exhibitions 
to qualify for contests. Must be registered 
in only one category. Must be in Full Dress 
to receive contest monies. All decisions by 
Committee are final. For more information 
contact Sherri Clemons at 918-678-2297.

34th Annual Wyandotte  
Pow-Wow
September 13th -15th, 2024
Wyandotte Nation Pow Wow Grounds, 
Wyandotte, OK
Witness traditions come to life at the 
Wyandotte Powwow, a tribal celebration 
featuring a variety of dance contests. Watch 
as all ages, dressed in traditional regalia, 
compete for cash prizes in categories 
including women’s buckskin, cloth, fancy 
shawl and jingle dress, as well as men’s 
grass dance, traditional, straight and 
fancy dance. The Wyandotte Nation Tribal 
Powwow will also feature Grandparent’s 
Day events and activities for the entire 
family. Must be registered and participate 
in two Grand Entries and two Exhibitions 
to qualify for contests. Must be registered 
in only one category. Must be in Full Dress 
to receive contest monies. All decisions by 
Committee are final. For more information 
contact Sherri Clemons at 918-678-2297.

31st Annual Comanche Nation 
Fair Pow-wow
September 27th - 29th, 2024 
Comanche Nation Complex, Lawton, OK
Comanche Nation Fair is the largest event 
of the Comanche Nation. This celebration 
features an array of events and activities 
that include: a powwow, parade, free 
concert, games and an art show. Other 

activities include basketball and softball 
tournaments, a horseshoe tournament, 
quilt show, teen dance, fun run and spirit 
walk. Arts and craft vendors from around 
the country will be present, as well as 
a variety of food vendors. A children’s 
carnival featuring free rides will also be 
on-site. While the Comanche Nation Fair 
lasts all week; the Comanche Fair Powwow 
is the last three days of the fair on Friday 
– Sunday. Celebrate Comanche culture at 
the largest American Indian gathering in 
southwest Oklahoma. Free camping near 
the powwow grounds will also be available.
For information visit  
www.comanchenationfair.com

27th Annual Standing Bear 
Pow-wow
September 27th -28th , 2024
Standing Bear Park, Ponca City, OK
The powwow is hosted by the six north-
central tribes of Oklahoma the last Friday 
and Saturday of September each year. 
Standing Bear Powwow features inter-
tribal dancing, exhibition dancing, contest 
dancing, tiny tot contests and the crowning 
of the Standing Bear Princess. Visitors 
will also find a variety of arts and craft 
vendors, along with a wide variety of food 
vendors. This free event in Ponca City is 
open to the public and often considered 
one of the most significant American Indian 
events in the US. Experience the Standing 
Bear Powwow and witness as the Kaw, 
Osage, Otoe-Missouria, Pawnee, Ponca 
and Tonkawa tribes gather to celebrate 
their tribal heritage with contest dancing, 
singing, drumming and more.
For More Information: Standing Bear 
Park: Call 580-762-1514; Email tl@
standingbearpark.com
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SOUR SOFKEE 
#53
By: Fus Yvhikv

Aconav
CULTURALLY FUELED FASHION 
FROM ACOMA POTTERY ART

The Pueblo of Acoma is home to designer 
Loren Aragon. It is one of 19 thriving Pueblo 
communities, located in New Mexico, and is 
considered to be one of the oldest continually 
inhibited civilizations in North America. The deep 
rooted history and rich cultural heritage of the 
Acoma people is the fueling factor for Aragon and 
has become the foundation for ACONAV designs. 

Fus Yvhikv

Stitt v. Stitt: 
Gov. Stitt  

Sues Himself!

“All rise!” the beefy court bailiff bellows. 

Me, Fixico, Tarpalechee, and Yahola obediently stand 
as Tulsa County Court Judge Henry Gubser solemnly 
enters the courtroom and deposits himself into his 
chair. He sits on the bench high above us lowly masses. 
Adorned in his black judicial robe, his silver hair swept 
straight back, and with his rimless eyeglass, the judge 
presents a regal, if intimidating, appearance. 

“This court, with the honorable Judge Gubser presiding, 
is now in session. Please be seated and come to order,” 
the burly bailiff barks. Despite the use of the word 
“please” the bailiff ’s tone conveys more of a command 
than a request.

As commanded, uh, requested, we and the entire 
courtroom attendees take our seats. It was standing 
room only in the court saturated by media presence. I 
was there to cover the proceedings for Native Oklahoma 
Magazine.

In the lengthy annuals of the bizarre, if dystopian, 
Oklahoma political theater, this case was perhaps the 
all-time cause celebre. Kevin Stitt was suing himself! In 
his official capacity as the Oklahoma governor, Stitt had 
sued himself in his capacity as a citizen of the Cherokee 
Nation. It was a Stitt show. 

At issue was Cherokee Stitt driving his personal car, 
affixed with a Cherokee tag, on Oklahoma toll roads. 
Gov. Stitt alleges that Cherokee Stitt, wasn’t paying the 
required fees to travel on the toll roads and that he was 
thus in violation of Oklahoma law. 

In his lawsuit against himself, Stitt was seeking a court 
order preventing himself from driving on Oklahoma 
toll roads. He was also requesting money damages from 
himself in the form of unpaid tolls, penalties, interest, 
and a sixty-day jail sentence at Shawshank. 

The media and political pundits nationwide were 
having a field day with this Kafkaesque situation. It was 
a Frankensteinian amalgamation of Oklahoma okie 
and Arkansas hillbilly with appendages of Dumb and 
Dumber. 

The lawsuit was equal parts Airplane and Naked Gun. 
Not even Mel Brooks could conjure up a scene that was 
more comedic. It was made for TV only in Oklahoma 
reality show. The tabloids had dubbed it, Keeping Up 
With The Stitts.

The trial begins with Stitt delivering the opening remarks 
both for the prosecution and the defense. Gov. Stitt then 
calls his first witness. 
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“I call to the stand Cherokee Stitt,” Stitt announces. 

An aide drags a mannequin to the witness box. It is an 
exact replica of Stitt albeit Cherokee Stitt is adorned with 
war paint, a full headdress, and enough fake turquoise 
jewelry to stock a roadside tourist attraction. 

“Bailiff,” Stitt says, “Would you please swear in dummy 
Stitt?”

Judge Gubser furiously pounds his gavel.

“Order in the court,” the judge commands. “Gov. Stitt, 
the court hereby admonishes you to cease using such 
racist and inflammatory language!”

“But Stitt is a dummy!” Stitt declares. “Look at him.”

“The court and most of Oklahoma agrees. Nevertheless, 
the court advises you to choose your words carefully.”

“Yes, your honor.”

“Just how do you plan on questioning the witness?”

“That’s easy, your honor. I’ll just read his answers from 
this here deposition.”

“Proceed,” the judge responds as he rolls his eyes. 

Stitt approaches the witness stand.

“Now Cherokee Stitt, isn’t it true you are an enrolled 
member of the Cherokee tribe?”

“No, I am a CITIZEN of Cherokee Nation. There is 
no such thing as an ENROLLED MEMBER of a tribal 
nation. Are we  enrolled members of the United States? 
No, we are citizens of the U.S.” Stitt admonishes himself 
as he reads the deposition. 

The audience laughs gleefully. In this battle of wits, the 
dummy clearly has the upper hand. Stitt’s face turns beet 
red. 

“Uh, Top Ten state,” Stitt murmurs. “Moving right 
along, as a CITIZEN of the Cherokee Nation, is your car 
registered with the tribe?”

“Yes, my Cherokee Nation tag is proudly displayed on 
my car.”

“Aha!” Stitt exclaims. “So you admit to driving on 
Oklahoma roads with a Cherokee Nation license plate!”

“Yes, and I’ve driven in all 49 states too. Without 
incident.”

Native arts & goods

Jewelry • Pottery • Pendleton • Fine Arts • Kachinas • beadwork • Plush Blankets • apparel • gifts & More!

Find us on facebook !

s w t r a d i n g C o @ya h o o.c o m  •  A s hl e y  ( 9 1 8.7 6 0.3 2 3 7 )  O R D av id  ( 9 1 8.7 2 4.0 7 6 2 )

T ul s a’ s  Me a dow  Gol d  Di s t ric t
r o u t e  6 6 / 1 1 t h  &  P e o r i a

Store located @ 1306 East 11th Street-Unit D
NOW OPEN 7 days a week! 10am–7pm

Continued on next page
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Stitt looks down at the floor as his shoulders drop. He 
slowly scratches the side of his head. He resembles a 
confused Gomer Pyle. 

“Any day now,” the judge declares. “Let’s get a move on.”

“Are you talking to me or the dummy?” Stitt asks.

“Is there a difference?”

Derisive laughter and snickers fill the courtroom. 

“So, Cherokee Stitt, you admit to also driving on 
Oklahoma’s toll roads?”

“Yes, all the time. I drive the Cherokee Turnpike, the 
Creek Turnpike, and the Indian Nations turnpike, among 
others.”

“And how, exactly did you pay the toll for driving on 
these Oklahoma roads?”

“You mean the roads located on tribal reservations?”

More derisive laughter. 

“Uh, yeah, that too,” Stitt meekly responds. “But, uh, how 
did you pay?”

“With my Pike pass.”

“Aha! Our Oklahoma Pike pass can’t bill you because you 
have a Cherokee tag,” Stitt accuses.

“And that is your fault. You have refused to renew the 
compact with the Cherokee Nation. All you have to do is 
renew the agreement and you’ll get your money.”

Gov. Stitt stands mute. He stares off into the distance. 
The judge intervenes.

“What? Is that true? You have refused to sign the 
compact with Cherokee Nation?”

“Uh, uh, ahem…How about that Top Ten state?” Stitt 
stutters. 

The judge pounds his gavel. 

“I hereby dismiss this nuisance lawsuit. Moreover, I 
further hold Gov. Stitt in contempt of court and sentence 
you to sixty days of detention at Shawshank. Bailiff, 
handcuff the governor and transport him to jail. This 
court is dismissed!”

A wide grin appears on Cherokee Stitt’s face. A grin 
shared by all of Indian Country. 
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By NativeWellness.Life staff

If you vape and have 
small children, beware 
—one contact could 

hurt or kill a child.
That tidbit is not meant to 

scare you. It’s a fact.
It doesn’t matter if 

children drink it, put it in 
their mouth, swallow it, 
chew it, crawl on it, spill it 
on themselves, smoke it or 
endure second-hand vapor, 
nicotine is a powerful poison 
for kids.

A few drops can cause 
them—especially infants and 
toddlers—severe injuries or 
death, Centers for Disease 
and Control and Prevention 
experts say. The nicotine-
poisoning effect on kids is 
terrible: dizziness, nausea, 
vomiting, seizures, coma, 
respiratory arrest or death. If 
a child swallows some of the 

vape juice, they can go into 
seizures in 20-30 minutes.

But more cases of kids 
being exposed to nicotine are 
reported each day at poison 
centers nationwide, according 
to Poison Help. The online 
site represents the nation’s 55 
poison centers. It partners 
with the CDC, U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
and the Health Resources 
and Services Administration.

In fact, the number of such 
cases “hit an all-time high in 
2022,” Poison Help reported. 
One reason for the hike is 
the law—Child Nicotine 
Poisoning Prevention Act—
that requires child-resistant 
packaging on vaping liquid 
products doesn’t apply to 
vaping devices. 

Accidental exposure can 
lead to family heartbreak. 
Sadly, it’s part of the 
collateral damage of the 

vape age. A new way to get 
the old nicotine fix and get 
hooked.

Big Tobacco counts on 
that. So, it loads “smoke 
juice, e-juice or vape juice” 
with nicotine. It comes in 
pods, cartridges, or bottles. 
The FDA says one pod 
or cartridge of the liquid 
can have the same amount 
of nicotine as a pack of 
cigarettes.

The only thing is, no 
matter how they package 
it, babies and toddlers 
are getting hurt. Just an 
accidental brush with all 
that nicotine could be tragic. 

If you must vape, here 
are some ways to keep 
your children safer, poison 
control experts say.

Don’t vape. Yes, that’s 
hard to do, but your 
children will be much safer 
and you will be healthier.

Keep kids away from 
vapes. That goes for anything 
with nicotine. Specifically, the 
liquid juice that has so much 
more nicotine.

Don’t switch containers. 
Keep your vape juice in 
the packaging it came in. 
That keeps children from 
mistaking it for something 
to drink.

Lock them up. Store your 
vaping paraphernalia out 
of sight and out of reach of 
your kids. 

Better yet. Consider not 
having vaping stuff in your 
home. Keep it in the shed 
out back or any other place 
your babies can’t get to it.

One more thing. Spent 
vapes still have nicotine. 
So, don’t just toss them in 
the trash where a child can 
find it. Wrap them up and 
hide them, so your kids 
can’t find them.

Courtesy of U.S. Drug Administration

Stop accidental exposures
Keep nicotine-loaded vapes away from your kids
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By NativeWellness.Life staff
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Two Oklahoma artists appeared on this season of 
NBC’s “The Voice,” showcasing the talent they’ve 
built upon while living in the Sooner State.

The Oklahoma City-based trio OK3 secured a four-chair 
turn, which is when judges select an artist to join their 
teams, after performing “Made You Look” by Meghan 
Trainor during the season premiere on Feb. 26. They 
joined Grammy-winning R&B artist John Legend’s team.

Singer-songwriter AJ Harvey of Norman made his debut 
on March 11, landing a two-chair turn from Chance the 
Rapper and duo Dan + Shay with a performance of Bob 
Dylan’s “Girl From the North Country.” Harvey moved 
on as part of Dan + Shay’s team.

OK3 began when Sierra Sikes, 24, Courtney Hooker, 26, 
and Kenna Fields, 22, met through their vocal coach. At 
the time, Fields was 12, Sikes was 14 and Hooker was 
16. They attended nearby schools in the Oklahoma City 
area, allowing them to foster a friendship that would 
continue into their careers.

“We were together all the time,” said Hooker. “Probably 
six days a week, whether or not it would be us actually 
practicing or rehearsing for something, or if it was just 
us having sleepovers or hanging out.”

In 2017, the members of OK3 went their separate ways. 
Hooker said they always aspired to come together again 
in adulthood.

“We came back together because of this opportunity,” 
Hooker said. “It was so quick, and it just felt right.”

Hooker graduated in 2020 from the Academy of 
Contemporary Music at the University of Central 
Oklahoma with degrees in vocal performance and 
commercial music. Sikes also attended UCO, graduating 
with a degree in musical theater in 2021. Fields is a 
senior at the university studying contemporary music.

Harvey, 25, grew up in Wichita, Kansas, and moved to 
Norman in 2020. A member of the Ponca Tribe and 
Pawnee Nation, he attended powwows as a child and 
developed an interest in  traditional ceremonial music.

Harvey said he keeps the contemporary music he 
performs and the powwow songs he grew up around 
separate, but draws connections between his own chords 
and the emotion found in traditional Native tunes.

“You might hear a song that makes you choke up,” 
Harvey said. “We always were told that that’s a good 
thing, that maybe the spirit of that song and hearing that 
drum (is) medicine for us.”

Harvey said having a Native background and relatives in 
central Oklahoma gave him an opportunity to move to 
Norman and become involved in its local music scene. 

“A goal of my moving here was to make a name for 
myself, in whatever way that was,” Harvey said.

Harvey has a residency at The Deli. He takes the stage 
every Thursday night with the band Biscuits and 
Groovy and has performed at venues around Norman 
and Oklahoma City such as Beer City Music Hall and 
Ponyboy.

By Shelby Emery
Gaylord News

Rising stars 
on music 

scene credit 
nurturing 

from 
Oklahoma

AJ Harvey and Anya True from Team Dan + Shay rehearse “Half of My 
Heart” by John Mayer in preparation for the battle round. Photo provided.
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While living in Wichita, Harvey performed in local 
businesses such as coffee shops and bookstores. Norman 
has provided him with an array of venues as well as 
connections with artists in the local music scenes.

“After I moved here, I really wanted to develop 
songwriting that I thought was me,” Harvey said. “I’ve 
gotten to see other aspects of people (in Norman) who 
really take to that craft.”

Scott Booker, manager of the Grammy-winning band 
The Flaming Lips and founder of UCO’s Academy of 
Contemporary Music, said the opening of venues in 
central Oklahoma has played a key role in its flourishing 
music scene.

“One of the things we didn’t have when ACM first 
started was what I like to call a venue ladder,” Booker 
said. “We had very small venues and we had bigger 
venues, but we didn’t have very many in between.”

Another factor lending support to musicians in central 
Oklahoma is its abundance of universities with music 
programs. Among them are UCO, Oklahoma City 
University and the University of Oklahoma. UCO is 
Oklahoma’s only university with a contemporary music 
program.

“If you look at before ACM and then now, you’ll notice 
that there’s so many more venues,” Booker said. “There’s 
all these venues that have opened up, and I think it’s a 
direct relation to more people focused on music.”

ACM provides opportunities for students to work with 
local and touring professionals. Faculty members have 
worked with Grammy-winning artists such as Miley 
Cyrus, Elton John and Reba.

“All of the professors there are in their own projects,” 
Hooker said. “Now that I’m out of college, and I’ve 
grown and been in the industry for a bit, I’ve played gigs, 
like with my old professors, which is so cool.”

Because Fields is a student at ACM, she said, having 
professors in the music industry was helpful as she 
balanced academics while competing on “The Voice.”

“At the school, all the professors understand, you know, 
they’ve been in the industry, they’ve done this,” Fields 
said. “They offer any help and advice, and I can use the 
facilities when I need. So that’s really nice, because I 

feel like a lot of other majors wouldn’t necessarily be as 
understanding.”

Harvey said when he received an Instagram message 
for casting in December 2022, he thought it was a 
scam. Once the new year rolled around, he responded, 
beginning the audition process that led to his nationwide 
emergence.

“This was a whole other ballgame for me,” Harvey said. 
“You’re out there in front of these excellent musicians 
and performers, and you get to see what they think of 
you. Overall, it was an incredible experience.”

During his blind audition, Harvey said he was trying to 
keep himself centered.

“All I kept saying to myself was ‘this is just another show 
at The Deli,’” Harvey said. “I look up and see Chance 
the Rapper and Dan + Shay looking at me and I was like 
‘alright, we’re good.’”

Continued on next page

AJ Harvey singing “Half of My Heart” by John Mayer. 
Photo provided.
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Fields said OK3 spoke with other contestants on the 
show about Oklahoma’s reputation for country music.

“I think what we wanted to show is that there’s a lot of 
versatility in the Oklahoma music scene that people 
aren’t aware of,” Fields said.

OK3 and Harvey were eliminated from “The Voice” in 
their respective battle rounds, which are when two artists 
on the same team perform one song together, with their 
coach deciding who will move on to the next round.  
Harvey was defeated by 17-year-old Anya True in a 
performance of John Mayer’s “Half of My Heart.” 

Legend chose 20-year-old Zoe Levert after her battle with 
OK3, describing her as the “underdog” against the trio.

Having gained exposure from “The Voice,” Sikes said, 
OK3 wants to continue to build their platforms locally 
and nationally. Hooker said OK3 is hoping to release 
original music, and released her own original song 
“Then I Met You,” on March 21.

“We’re really trying to build off of the momentum from 
the show,” Sikes said. “Now it’s not just Oklahoma people 

that know us, (but) we’re getting people from the north 
and west, and all that, that are telling us that they’re 
rooting for us.”

Harvey said his goal as a musician is to establish an 
audience for himself, and his experience on “The Voice” 
gave him a chance to hone in on this aspiration.

“I hope to have a following of people that like what I do 
and like what I have to say, musically,” Harvey said. “At 
the end of the day, that’s the most important thing, and 
to make the music that’s most me as much as I can be.”

Harvey released his original song “If You Wanted To You 
Would” on April 5, and will headline Norman Music 
Festival on April 27.

OK3’s and Harvey’s performances can be viewed on 
NBC’s “The Voice” YouTube channel. “The Voice” airs 
every Monday and Tuesday at 7 pm.

Gaylord News is a reporting project of the University 
of Oklahoma Gaylord College of Journalism and Mass 
Communication. For more stories by Gaylord News, go to 
GaylordNews.net
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We're grateful for all the Lord has done through FCA in 2023!

If you have been a FCA donor and made an investment in

FCA, I want to say thank you!

God has blessed the FCA ministry! We have celebrated 
hundreds of decisions for Christ and passed out thousands 
of Bibles this year! We give God the honor and glory!

The Lord continues to bless and use FCA to 
reach coaches, student/athletes and communities 
with the Good News of Jesus Christ!

John Morris is currently serving with Oklahoma 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes in Cherokee, Adair 
and Delaware Counties and is supported financially by 
faith partners. If you are interested in more information 
on FCA or being a faith partner go to this link https://
my.fca.org/?form=johnmorris&keyword=John Morris.  
John can be contacted through email: johnmorris@
fca.org or by cell number (785-760-1627).
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Eagle Creek Golf Club
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 
64804 | 417‐623‐5050
www.downstream.com/
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes | Par 71 | 6,785 yards |
Dress code | Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801
405-275-4471
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes | Par 72 | 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs
20900 South 4200 Rd.
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads | 50/30 amp | Full hook-
ups | Restrooms | Laundry | Shower 
facilities | 4-hr security  | Over 40,000 
sq ft of versatile meeting space | 
Wi-Fi | Dog park | Horseshoe pit | 
Playground | Tent sites | Barbecue grills 
& picnic tables | Club House | Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course 
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK 74015
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes | Par 70 | 6635 Yards 
| Dress code | Bar/Grill | Pro-
shop | Banquet room

Winstar Golf Course
Casino Ave.,Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes | 7,200 yards | Par 72 | 
Dress code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Winstar Golf Academy 
Fountainhead Creek Golf Course
HC 60-1350, Checotah, OK 74426
918-689-3209 | 18 Holes | Par 72 | 
Dress code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course 
700 E. Ballentine Rd, Tahlequah, 
OK 74464 | 918-456-5100
18 Holes | Par 70 | Dress 
code|  Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

goLF CLUBs

Will Rogers Downs
918.283.8800, 20900 South 4200 Rd. 
Claremore, OK 74019, RV PADS | 400, 
AMPS | 50/30, Accommodations: 
Restrooms, Laundry, Showers, Wi-Fi, 
Picnic Area, Club House, Meeting Room

Peoria Ridge Golf
(918) 542-7676, www.peoriaridge.com
10301 South 600 Road • Miami, OK 
74354, RV PADS | 18, AMPS | 72
Accommodations: Restrooms | 6960, Showers, 
Wi-Fi, Picnic Area, Club House, Meeting Room

FireLake Golf Course
(405) 275-4471, www.firelakegolf.com
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801, RV PADS | 18, 
AMPS | 72, Accommodations: 
Restrooms | 6595, Showers

Cherokee Hills Golf Course 
1.800.760.6700, cherokee.golf@cnent.com, 
770 West Cherokee Street Catoosa, OK 74015, 
RV PADS | 18, AMPS | 72, Accommodations: 
Restrooms | 6635, Showers, Wi-Fi, Picnic 
Area, Club House, Meeting Room
Winstar Golf Course
1-800-622-6317, 777 Casino Ave. Thackerville, 
OK 73459, RV PADS | 27, AMPS | 72, 
Accommodations: Restrooms | 7200, Showers, 
Wi-Fi, Picnic Area, Club House, Meeting Room

Fountainhead Creek Golf Course
(918) 689-3209 , HC 60-1350 Checotah, 
OK 74426, RV PADS | 18, AMPS | 
72, Accommodations: Showers, 
Wi-Fi, Picnic Area, Club House

Cherokee Springs Golf Course 
700 E. Ballentine Road, Tahlequah, 
OK, RV PADS | 18, AMPS | 70 
Accommodations: Showers, Wi-Fi, Picnic Area

RV Listings
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(DURANT, Okla.) The Gathering Business Summit is an 
annual conference that brings Native businesses, Tribal 
businesses and allied businesses together with the goal of 
advancing Indian Country commerce.

Held by the American Indian Chamber of Commerce 
of Oklahoma (AICCO), the Gathering is set to return 
to Choctaw Nation this July 10-12. The return south to 
the Choctaw Reservation is five years in the making, as 
the annual business summit was held there in 2018 and 
2019. 

“It is the best attended Native business conference in 
the state, emphasizing the positive impact we have on 
the community,” AICCO State President Bailey Walker 
said. “This collaboration with the Choctaw Nation and 
Durant on our crown jewel is a massive opportunity 
for networking, cultural exchange, business growth, 
and community involvement, reflecting a dedication to 
diversity and inclusive business practices.”

Billy Hamilton, Director of the Choctaw Small Business 
Development program, said their program is one of 
many looking forward to its return. 

“This brings a lot of opportunities for our local 
Chahtapreneurs to network their businesses and to make 
connections with other Native businesses throughout the 
state,” Hamilton said.

The Choctaw Nation currently has 1,735 Choctaw 
tribal member-owned businesses,  referred to as 
‘Chahtapreneurs,’ within reservation boundaries. 
Hamilton said these businesses have created nearly 5,000 
jobs for the community.

While a goal of the conference is to provide space for 
attendees to network and gain industry insight, this 
year will also be an opportunity for AICCO to boost its 
bond with the Durant Area Chamber of Commerce, a 
relationship that has existed for many years.

The Gathering returning to 
Choctaw Nation in 2024
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Janet Reed, Executive Director for the Durant Area 
Chamber of Commerce, said she has been involved with 
that relationship since the beginning.

“My experience was very exciting as I always see the 
development of an organization that will help our 
city as a very positive move in any community,” Reed 
said. “Collaborating with AICCO for an event like 
The Gathering presents exciting opportunities for 
networking, cultural exchange, business development, 
and community engagement, all while demonstrating 
a commitment to diversity and inclusion in business 
practices.”

Reed said events like The Gathering in Durant offers the 
opportunity for the Chamber of Commerce to further 
elevate Native Businesses. 

“The Durant Chamber of Commerce serves as a bridge 
between Native businesses and the broader business 
community, fostering collaboration, advocacy, and 
economic empowerment,” Reed said. “By actively 
supporting and promoting Native entrepreneurship, the 
Chamber contributes to a more inclusive and prosperous 
business environment for all.” 

Reed said she hopes conference-goers will also visit 
the city’s downtown area and consider opportunities to 
collaborate in Durant during the conference. 

“Experiencing what Durant and its surrounding 
area have to offer provides businesses with a broader 
perspective, new opportunities for growth and 
collaboration, and a deeper appreciation for the local 
community and culture,” said Reed. “This can ultimately 
contribute to strategic decision-making and long-term 
business success.”

“It is nice to have conferences like the Gathering to be 
held locally as it provides easier access to attend the 
event without having to travel multiple days,” Hamilton 
said.  “This is a barrier to some of our local businesses, 
so it is great when they are hosted close to home.”

“We are thankful for yet another opportunity to 
highlight our Native business community with what is 
promising to be our largest summit yet this July,” Walker 
said.

Those interested in registering for the conference or 
becoming a sponsor, can do so at www.aiccok.org/
events/business-summit
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4LIFE (former FCA Huddle member 
at Haskell University) Profile

Name: Sandra Bernice Gover

High School: Winslow High School

College: Haskell Indian Nations 
University

Sports Played: Softball

Hometown: Winslow, AZ

Haskell FCA Alumni: 2014-2015

Haskell FCA Job: Snack 
Coordinator 

Favorite Bible Verse: “All a man’s ways seem right to 
him, but the Lord evaluates the mo-tives.”  
—Proverbs 21:2 

Nickname: Bernie

Favorite food: Prime rib

Favorite Walk-Up Song: I Ain’t Done - Andy Mineo 
(did not have one in college)

Favorite Player: Crystl Bustos, Olympian Softball Player, 
2006

Favorite Part of Being Leader On a Team: Watching my 
teammates find success on and off the field.

Who Do You Look Up To: My siblings Owen, Charles, 
and Gypsi Gover

Grown Up Job: Indian Education Coordinator for the 
Holbrook, Arizona school district.

What Is Your Favorite Part of Being a Christian 
Athlete/Coach: Peace in knowing that my eter-nity does 
not rest on my mistakes on the field.

Who was my favorite Senior or Junior High Coach:  
The late, but not forgotten, Becky Barris She was a great 
coach. In fact, one time the house behind ours caught on 
fire on a really windy day. She saw it, ran into our house, 
threw some of our stuff outside, and yelled at the firemen 
to work faster

Favorite part of FCA: I enjoyed the camaraderie and the 
bonds that were formed. Our FCA huddle was a family. 
This family made every aspect of FCA enjoyable. There 
is nothing better than praising God with your closest 
friends! (Even when everyone’s competitive nature came 
out when we played games).

Fellowship of Christian Athletes
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Oklahoma Fellowship of Christian Athletes:

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
as you believe in Him so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.“
—Romans 15:13

If you are interested in becoming part of Oklahoma 
FCA, please let me know!  I would love for you to join 
our ministry team!

FCA Areas of Opportunity

Character Coaches: Serve on a specific sports team or 
teams. You will serve the coaching staff and the players 
as their character coach, coming alongside them to learn 
values and character.

Coaches Huddle Group Leaders: Lead a small group of 
coaches and recruit, train and disciple other coaches to 
do the same. Work directly with the Area Rep or Area 
Director.

Athlete Huddle Club Leader: Works with the athlete 
Huddle Club leaders, discipling, training, and teaching 
them spiritual leadership, small group leadership, 
personal lead-ership and how to build relationships with 
others. 

Board Members: Strong and proven leaders to take 
leadership roles in the following areas - Staff Team, 
Ministry Team, Camp & Events Team, Fundraising 
Team, Leadership Development Team

Camp & Event Team: Help on a camp or event team - 
there are many tasks that need to be completed, such as 
food coordinator, set-up & tear down crews clean, water 
crews, and much more. 

John Morris is currently serving with Oklahoma 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes in Cherokee, Adair and 
Delaware Counties and is supported financially by faith 
partners. If you are interested in more information on 
FCA or being a faith partner go to this link www.my.fca.
org/johnmorris.  John can be contacted through email: 
johnmor-ris@fca.org or by cell number 785-760-1627.
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 schedule your top golf experience today! 
walk-ins welcome

scan now to 
learn more!

(918)542-7676    10301 S 600 RD. MIAMI, OK 74354
PEORIARIDGE.COM

1ST YEAR MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL

*pricing does not include applicable taxes

CORPORATE PACKAGE
$5,000 ANNUAL COST

*Proof of company required

$416.67/MONTH 
FOR 1 YEAR
INCLUDES:

UP TO 5 MEMBERS

2 FREE CONCERT TICKETS 
PER MONTHPER MONTH

MONTHLY BUFFALO RUN
 CASINO FREE PLAY

ADVANCE TEE TIMES

1 FREE NIGHT HOTEL 
STAY PER MONTH

UNLIMITED GOLF CARTS 
& RANGE & RANGE BALLS

20% OFF APPAREL 
AT PRO SHOP

TOTAL PACKAGE VALUE: $10,000

MIAMI, OK | EXIT 313
29 | January 2024 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US

Supernaw’s Oklahoma 
Indian Supply
213 E W.C. Rogers Blvd | Skiatook, OK 74070
918-396-1713 | www.supernaws.com

Southwest Trading Company
1306 E 11th St | Tulsa, OK 74120
918-760-3237 | Facebook: @
SouthwestNativeGoods

Oklahoma Native Art & Jewelry
2204 Exchange Ave | Oklahoma 
City, OK 73108 
405-604-9800 | www.oknativeart.com

The Art Market
5014 S. Sheridan Rd | Tulsa, OK 74145
918-664-0626 | www.indianarttulsa.com

Tribes 131
131 24th Ave NW | Norman, OK 73069
405-329-4442 | www.tribes131.com

Cha Tullis Gallery
108 W. Main St. | Hominy, OK 74035
918.885.4717 | www.chatullis.com

Native American Art
317 S. Main St. | Tulsa, OK 74103
918-584-5792

Southern Plains Indian Art
2720 Ave J | Lawton, OK 73505
580-699-2983 | www.
mitchellearlboyiddleok.com

Oklahoma Indian Arts & Crafts
214 NW 2nd St. | Anadarko, OK 73005
405-247-3486 | Facebook: Oklahom 
Indian Arts & Crafts Co-Operative

American Indian Cultural Center 
& Museum
900 N Broadway Ave | 
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
405-239-5500 | www.famok.org

S & L Gallery
511 W. Main St. | Henryetta, OK 74437
918-652-5387 | Facebook: @SAndLGallery

Jacobson House
609 Chautauqua Ave | Norman, OK 73069
405-366-1667 | www.jacobsonhouse.org

Red Earth
100 N Broadway Ave | 
Oklahoma City, OK 73102
405-427-5228 | www.redearth.org

Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
Cultural Heritage Center
1899 Gordon Cooper Drive 
| Shawnee, OK 74801
405-878-5830 | www.
potawatomiheritage.com

Seminole Nation Museum
524 S. Wewoka Ave | Wewoka, OK 74884
405-257-5580 | www.
seminolenationmuseum.org

Five Civilized Tribes Museum
1101 Honor Heights Dr. | 
Muskogee, OK 74401
918-683-1701 | www.fivetribes.org

Gilcrease Museum
1400 N. Gilcrease Museum 
Rd | Tulsa, OK 74127

nAtiVe
ARtisAns

tRAde Post/giFt shoP Listing
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oKLAhoMA tRiBAL diReCtoRY
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe
2025 South Gordon Cooper
Shawnee, OK, 74801| 405.275.4030

Alabama-Quassarte
Tribal Town, 101 E. Broadway
Wetumka, OK, 74883
405 452-3987

Apache Tribe of Oklahoma
511 East Colorado Drive
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-9493

Caddo Nation of 
Oklahoma
Hwys. 281 & 152 Intersection
Binger, OK | 405-656-2344

Cherokee Nation
South of Tahlequah, Hwy. 62
Tahlequah, OK | 918-453-5000

Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes
100 Red Moon Circle, Concho, 
OK 405-262-0345

Chickasaw Nation
124 East 14th Street, Ada, OK
(580) 436-2603

Choctaw Nation 
of Oklahoma
529 N. 16th St., Durant, OK
800-522-6170

Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation
1601 Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK | 40A5-275-3121

Comanche Nation
584 NW Bingo Rd., Lawton, 
OK 877-492-4988

Delaware (Lenape) Tribe
of Indians
5100 East Tuxedo Blvd.
Bartlesville, OK
918- 337-6550

Delaware Nation
31064 State Highway 281
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-2448

Eastern Shawnee Tribe
of Oklahoma
127 Oneida St., Seneca, MO
918-666-2435

Fort Sill Apache Tribe
Route 2, Box 12, Apache, OK
580-588-2298

Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma
RR 1, Box 72, Perkins, OK
405-547-2402

Kaw Nation of Oklahoma
698 Grandview Drive, Kaw City, OK
580-269-2552

Kialegee Tribal Town
623 East Hwy. 9, Wetumka, OK
405-452-3262

Kickapoo Tribe 
of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 70, McLoud, OK
405-964-7053

Kiowa Indian Tribe 
of Oklahoma
Hwy. 9, West of Carnegie, 
Carnegie, OK
580-654-2300

Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
202 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-542-1445

Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma
418 G Street, Miami, OK
918-542-1190

Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Hwy. 75 and Loop 56, 
Okmulgee, OK
800-482-1979

Osage Nation
813 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK
918-287-5555

Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma
13 S. 69 A, Miami, OK
918-540-1536

Otoe-Missouria Tribe
8151 Hwy 177, Red Rock, OK
877-692-6863

Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma
Pawnee, OK
918-762-3621

Peoria Tribe of Indians 
of Oklahoma
118 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-540-2535

Ponca Tribe
20 White Eagle Drive, 
Ponca City, OK
580-762-8104

Quapaw Tribe of Indians
5681 S. 630 Rd., Quapaw, OK
918-542-1853

Sac and Fox Nation
920883 S. Hwy 99, Stroud, OK
918-968-3526

Seminole Nation 
of Oklahoma
Junction Hwys. 270 and 56
P. O. Box 1498, Wewoka, OK
405-257-7200

Seneca-Cayuga Nation
23701 S 655 Road, Grove, OK
918-542-6609

Shawnee Tribe
29 S. Hwy. 69A, Miami, OK
918-542-2441

Thlopthlocco 
Tribal Town
09095 Okemah Street, Okemah, OK
918-560-6198.

Tonkawa Tribe of Indians
1 Rush Buffalo Road, Tonkawa, OK
580-628-2561

United Keetoowah Band
of Cherokee Indians
PO Box 746, Tahlequah, OK
918-431-1818

Wichita and 
Affiliated Tribes
(Wichita, Keechi, Waco, Tawakonie)
Hwy. 281, Anadarko, OK
405-247-2425

Wyandotte Nation
64700 E. Highway 60, 
Wyandotte, OK
918-678-2297

ResoRt Listing
Downstream Casino Resort
69300 East Nee Road, Quapaw, 
OK 74363 | 1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876)
918-919-6000
E: info@downstreamcasino.com
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort
1366 N. Highway 69A, Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 | Fax: 918-542-2908
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino
70220 East HWY 60, Wyandotte, 
OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 | www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge
24701 S 655 Rd., Grove, OK, 74344
Phone: 918.786.8528 | RSVP: 918.786.4406 
| Event Center: 918.786.1974
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West 
Siloam Springs
1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway, 
412 West Siloam Springs, OK 74338
1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) to RSVP
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn
Cherokee Boulevard, Roland, OK 
74954 800.256.2338 | EXT: 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort
777 West Cherokee Street, Catoosa, 
OK 74015 | 1.800.760.6700
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels
1.877.246.8777
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels
Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875
North Highway 77, Newkirk, OK 74647
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or (877) 725-2670
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel Resort
777 Grand Casino Boulevard
Shawnee, OK 74804
Casino: (405) 964-7263
Hotel: (405) 964-7777
www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel
1001 W. 1st Street, Sulphur, OK 73086
1.855.455.5255 |www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel
1544 State Highway 9, Norman, OK 73072
1-405-322-6000 | www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino 
Resort - Durant
4216 S. Hwy 69/75, Durant , OK 74701
Tel: 1-580-920-0160 | Toll Free: 1-888-
652-4628 | Fax: 1-580-931-2725
E: hotel.shift@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - Pocola
3400 Choctaw Road, Pocola, OK 74902
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1.800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
E: pocola.hotelmanagers@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - Grant
US Hwy 271, Grant, OK 74738 USA
Tel: 580-317-8500 | Fax: 580-326-5171
E: nancy.hedrick@choctawcasinos.com

Winstar World Casino & Resort
777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino Hotel
1-866-946-7787

The Inn at Winstar
21943 Anoatubby Way, Thackerville, 
OK 73459
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel
2315 East Gore Blvd., Lawton, 
OK 73501 580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River Casino
196747 Hwy 36, Devol, OK
1-877-849-3992
www.comanchenationcasinos.com

River Spirit Casino Resort
8330 Riverside Pkwy, Tulsa, OK 74137
918-299-8518 | www.riverspirittulsa.com
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oKLAhoMA tRiBAL diReCtoRY
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe
2025 South Gordon Cooper
Shawnee, OK, 74801| 405.275.4030

Alabama-Quassarte
Tribal Town, 101 E. Broadway
Wetumka, OK, 74883
405 452-3987

Apache Tribe of Oklahoma
511 East Colorado Drive
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-9493

Caddo Nation of 
Oklahoma
Hwys. 281 & 152 Intersection
Binger, OK | 405-656-2344

Cherokee Nation
South of Tahlequah, Hwy. 62
Tahlequah, OK | 918-453-5000
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100 Red Moon Circle, Concho, 
OK 405-262-0345

Chickasaw Nation
124 East 14th Street, Ada, OK
(580) 436-2603

Choctaw Nation 
of Oklahoma
529 N. 16th St., Durant, OK
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1601 Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK | 40A5-275-3121

Comanche Nation
584 NW Bingo Rd., Lawton, 
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of Indians
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Bartlesville, OK
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All Nations. One Mission.

We invite you to “Come Grow With Us” this year as we continue to expand our programs, re-invigorate 
our local chapters, and provide more benefits to our members.  Our goal is to EDUCATE, EMPOWER and 
ENGAGE the Native American business community.  We look forward to having you join us as we make 

a difference in Indian Country! We are dedicated to working with all members of the community to 
advance the educational and economic opportunities for Native Americans throughout Oklahoma.

Where’s
Your 

Chapter?
Learn More: Aiccok.org/membereships

aiccok.org | chamber@aiccok.org


