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THE OF
PURPOSE

$108.5M

SPENT WITH NATIVE-OWNED
Cherokee Nation’s impact on our communities. BUSINESSES

Cherokee Nation Businesses is proud to support

o .
The true power of purpose can be felt throughout our 153% increase since 2018

reservation — in job growth, healthcare, education and
the investment in Native-owned businesses.

These positive impacts are why we invest, innovate, $1 9.6M
diversify and grow. FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

$3.04 BILLION

cherokeenationimpact.com

This success shows what is possible when we stay

true to our mission. We will continue doing our part 1 8’942
to create significant economic growth and jobs as
we expand opportunities and help make northeast
Oklahoma a great place to call home.

JOBS SUPPORTED

With a purpose that unites us all, we will continue
to grow —

“As our businesses continue to grow and
succeed, so does our ability to further support
the tribe and remain a positive community
partner for our local communities and state.”

Chuck Garrett | Chief Executive Officer
Cherokee Nation Businesses

@’g CHEROKEE NATION

Businesses



CHEROKEE NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM, TAHLEQUAH, OK

Make your next family day trip anything
A N AT but ordinary in Cherokee Nation. Jump
into a world of hands-on, cutting-edge
exhibits, fascinating stories, unique
O F C U LT ‘ gifts and timeless art. Know the ancient
origins and modern heritage of more
than 400,000 citizens who honor
a legacy of resilience and strength.
Experience an authentic, richly detailed,
boundless and enduring Cherokee story.

One Nation. Ten Attractions.
Endless Adventure.

PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE AT

VISITCHEROKEENATION.COM
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NATIVE OKLAHOMA MAGAZINE| JUNE 2023

P.O. Box 1151 | Jenks, OK 74037 | 918.409.7252 | adam@nativeoklahoma.us
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information, to sell on our shop or to advertise, please call Adam Proctor at 918-409-7252 or email adam@nativeoklahoma.us
SUBSCRIBE: Native Oklahoma is available FREE at tribal and Oklahoma welcome centers; gift shops; hotels;

travel plazas; and online at www.nativeoklahoma.us. For a listing of all locations, please visit us online.
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ative Oklahoma Magazine
N is a publication not

only for the visitor to
Oklahoma, but also a resource
for our Native community
and neighbors. Every month,
Native Oklahoma’s award-
winning writers showcase
Native artists, cooks, foods,
culture, and crafts, as well as
current events and powwows.
Our issues include event
calendars and lists of Native
American attractions across
Oklahoma. Native Oklahoma
also includes a list of gaming
venues, places to stay, and the
location of tribal headquarters.
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ON THE COVER:
eatured is a photograph
F of a glacial rivers

by Marek Rybar
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Michele Meza works with People
who cannot overcome mental
blocks or irrational thoughts,
which affect their daily lives, their
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Citizen Potawatomi Nation
Chairman John “Rocky” Barrett
recently received recognition from
two Oklahoma organizations.
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Building Legacies
for Future Generations

Michele Meza, also known as Coach Michele D, finds herself
working with People who cannot overcome mental blocks or irrational
thoughts, which affect their daily lives, their businesses, and their
relationships. People that are entrepreneurs who want to grow and
scale their businesses to 6+ figures; startups who don’t know where
to start and small business owners who need help with streamlining
business operations, business or marketing strategy, branding and
digital design, help with content, and social media management.

In the beginning

Michele has always had the entrepreneurial spirit; self-starter, a go-
getter, strong work ethic - her first job was at 14, dipping minnows
for local fisherman at a convenient store in town and by the time
she was a senior in high school, she was the assistant manager, and
also managed the sno-cone stand owned by the same person.

Meza also started her first business her sophomore
year in high school - a car detailing business.

Graduating with a Bachelor’s degree in Entrepreneurship from Bacone
College and majored in Marketing - Meza went on to work for la local
college newspaper as a reporter, cartoonist and sold and designed ads.
Not long after, she obtained her MBA from University of Phoenix.

Since then, she’s been a private business consultant since 2010,
where she worked with CEOs and executives teaching them
how to streamline their operations and created leadership

and training programs to develop their people.

A major life change happened that led her to become a single
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mother in 2012. Even though her dreams of solely being self-
employed were temporarily put on hold, she still managed to
launch an eCommerce business while being a w2 employee.

Also in 2012, she launched a clothing company for girls. It started
out as a necessity for girls needed outfits for dance, and ended up
becoming a business. Her designs have been featured in magazines
all over the world, runways in the USA, was featured on Zulily and
top trending pins on Pinterest and expanded into bridal industry.

Since then, she’s owned and sold a successful cleaning company where
she completed commercial projects with local tribes and employed
single moms, tribal citizens and partnered with local reintegration
programs where she trained and employed women who were recently
incarcerated and needed job stability and a second chance.

During Covid, she re-branded her company, added additional
certifications for mindset coaching and added additional digital
marketing services, Luksi Coaching and Consulting. Additionally, the serial
entrepreneur will soon launch another business involving real estate.

If that's not enough, she also became a 2x International Bestselling
author, where she co-authored and published two books: “Shattering
the Stigma of Single Motherhood” released in 2022, and “Dream

Big, Do Bigger” that released at the beginning of this year.

Her Journey

Over the last two decades, she’s helped thousands of people and
organizations. Here'’s a powerful story of impact and transformation:

Sarah, a mid-level executive in her career and an aspiring entrepreneur,
who lost her way during the chaos of the pandemic. Sarah had

a burning desire to create a meaningful career aligned with her

true passions but felt paralyzed by self-doubt and uncertainty. In

her darkest moments, she stumbled upon a podcast episode that



spoke of Michele’s incredible ability to guide others toward their
dreams. Intrigued, Sarah reached out for help, hoping that this
extraordinary coach could ignite the fire within her once more.

From their very first conversation, Sarah knew she had made the
right choice. Michele possessed a unique gift for listening intently,
diving deep into Sarah'’s aspirations, and understanding the obstacles
standing in her way. Together, they embarked on a trans-formative
journey, exploring Sarah’s strengths, values, and deepest desires.

Through her coaching techniques, Michele guided Sarah to uncover
her true potential and discover her unique purpose. She helped
Sarah gain a clear vision of her dream career and equipped her with
invaluable tools to overcome self-limiting beliefs, which allowed
Sarah to launch her business even during a worldwide pandemic.

But Michele’s influence extended far beyond individual transformations.

Luksi Coaching and Consulting soon became synonymous with
exceptional results and lasting change. People are drawn by her
ability to cut through the noise, uncover hidden potential, and propel
individuals and businesses to heights they had only dreamed of.

With each success story, Michele’s passion burns brighter, fueled
by the profound impact she made in the lives of her clients.

Her unwavering commitment to growth, coupled with her
genuine empathy, allowed her to create tailored solutions that
resonate deeply with her clients and their communities.

Meza explains, “I'm known throughout Indian Country as a guru of
transformation and business. My journey has not always been smooth
sailing. In my early years, | experienced my fair share of setbacks

and challenges. But rather than succumbing to defeat, | chose to

rise to the challenge and embrace these obstacles as stepping

stones to my own personal and professional development.”

“Driven by my unyielding passion for helping others, | pivoted
into the realms of coaching and consulting. Armed with my
extensive knowledge, intuitive nature, and empathetic heart, | am
determined to make a difference in the lives of those | encounter.”

Her Identity

Meza continues, “I'm a charismatic leader and trailblazer who paves
the path for others no matter what the journey entails. We only have
one life and we all deserve to live our best lives while building legacies
for future generations. | believe in leaving people, organizations,

and communities better than how | found them. Transformation
excites me and motivates me to produce impactful outcomes.”




Barrett Receives
Community Recognition

By: Mary Leaver, Citizen Potawatomi Nation
Public Information Department

Citizen Potawatomi Nation Chairman John
“Rocky” Barrett recently received recognition
from two Oklahoma organizations.

Barrett will share his leadership and expertise by serving
as a director on the Oklahoma Hall of Fame and Gaylord-
Pickens Museum board. His term began in January.

Barrett was inducted into the Shawnee Educational
Foundation’s Hall of Fame on March 21. The SEF Hall of
Fame honors former students of a Shawnee-area school
who have made significant contributions to education.

Oklahoma Hall of Fame

Barrett will serve a three-year term. The Oklahoma Hall
of Fame and Gaylord-Pickens Museum are governed by a
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|\ Through exhibits and exper:ences at the Gaylord-Pickens

board of directors representative of the state of Oklahoma.

The Oklahoma Hall of Fame was founded in 1927 to honor
Oklahomans who gave outstanding service to the state
during their lifetime and to provide educational programming
for students of all ages through the museum and outreach
programs, according to the Hall of Fame’s website.

“We are thrilled and proud to have him on the board and
that he's able to bring his expertise and leadership to our
\organization,” said Shannon L. Rich, president and CEO,

. Qklahoma Hall of Fame and Gaylord-Pickens Museum.

“l am honored to serve as a board member for the Oklahoma
\ Hall of Fame,” Barrett said. “Potawatomi families were

among the first people to establish homes in 1873 in then-

- Indian Territory. Indigenous history is Oklahoma history.

| am pleased to support the Oklahoma Hall of Fame’s

mission of telling Oklahoma's story through its people.”

\ Museum the Oklahoma Hall of Fame preserves Oklahoma's
unique history and promotes pride in the state.
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“The key mission of our organization is to tell Oklahoma
\storles through its people, and we do that by recognlzmg
“our inductee class every year at the annual induction
ceremony and recognize incredible Oklahomans that
‘way,” said Michelle Sopp, director of marketing and
communications for the Oklahoma Hall of Fame. N\

\ e
. With Barrett’s executive experience and long- N
time support of educational endeavors, Sopp
believes the board found a perfect fit.

NN SN

\‘»'He is Jomlng a board of directors of more than 60
people from across the state of Oklahoma. The people
on our board represent a variety of backgrounds
and industries working as business professignals,
civic leaders and philanthropists,” Sopp said.

In addition to leadership, the board members are
an important resource for the Oklahoma Hall of
Fame and Gaylord-Pickens Museum through their
program engagement and participation as well as
their wide varieties of knowledge and expertise.

“We know Chairman Barrett strongly supports education,”
Sopp said. “He's been instrumental in the growth of Citizen
Potawatomi Nation over the past many decades. His
leadership and expertise in governance is probably something
we'll tap into a bit with him. (Board members are) a sounding
board for everything we do here at the organization.”



%\arrett started his three-year term in January. If he chooses,
he can opt for a second term. The organization hopes
Barrett opts for the additional time, allowing their board
and organization to fully benefit from his leadership.

SRR \
Boa\ljd\\m\&\ta@gers are selected and personally
aasked to\§\§ e, Sopp said.

VAR AR
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"It is a personal at we make to different people from
across the state. \\Ne look for diversity in all aspects of
race, creed, backgrounds, professions, because we really
want to make sure that when we make decisions as an
organization, we are taking into account so many different
considerations from all different viewpoints,” she said.

QLY \"\.\‘\"'
Barrett's long tenure with CPN, and his vast

experience ingk\ey»tribal leadership positions was
what the Oklahoma Hall of Fame was looking for.

\ '\\ N | \ \\

“With Chairman Barrett, he is the longest serving (CPN)
leader. He has such a diverse history of experience with
the Nation. | know that that was a key factor with asking

him to come onto the board this year,” Sopp said.

CPN and Barrett are long-time supporters of the
Oklahoma Hall of Fame, and he joins other Oklahoma
tribal leaders on the board of directors, including
Chief Gary Batton of the Choctaw Nation and Gov.
Bill Anoatubby of the Chickasaw Nation.

“| think adding Chairman Barrett rounds out a very diverse
group that is so connected. The tribes are such an integral
part of Oklahoma and so connected across the state. |
know Chief Batton has helped make so many connections

with key people for us. | really look forward to working
with Chairman Barrett in that aspect,” Sopp said.

~ ==

Chairman Barrett recently made an appearance on the
This is Oklahoma podcast, sponsored by the Oklahoma
Hall of Fame. Host Mike Hearne interviews Oklahomans
who have had an impact on the state through history,
culture, education, government and business.

The This is Oklahoma podcast episode featuring Chairman
Barrett can be found through the Oklahoma Hall of Fame's
website or podcast providers such as Apple or Google.

To learn more about the Oklahoma Hall of Fame and
Gaylord-Pickens Museum, visit oklahomahof.com.

SEF Hall of Fame

Chairman Barrett was also honored by a Shawnee
group that provides crucial financial support to area
teachers and students. The Shawnee Educational
Foundation inducted Barrett into its Hall of Fame.

Barrett is a graduate of Shawnee High School.

Under his tenure, CPN created its Department of
Education in 2016, which provides college and career
support to Tribal members across the country.

He was also instrumental in developing the Potawatomi
Leadership Program. Held annually, the PLP educates,
informs and encourages qualified Potawatomi

students to develop a greater understanding

of Tribal operations, history and culture.

The SEF noted Barrett’s support of local education as
part of his philosophy that “a rising tide lifts all boats,”
including both the Nation and Pottawatomie County.

The Shawnee Educational Foundation is a volunteer board
formed in 1989. The group raises money through an annual
banquet to fund teacher and site grants in the Shawnee
area. The grants support innovative classroom activities
that benefit students in Shawnee Public Schools, Grove

School, Pleasant Grove School and South Rock Creek School.

SEF also awards scholarships to graduating seniors.

To learn more, visit shawneeeducationalfoundation.org.
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“Announcing the First Ever:

Tribal Captive Insurance
Company Conference”

Sour Sofkee
By Fus Yvhikv

Does the idea of gaining the greatest degree of
control over insurance, saving hundreds of thousands
of dollars, and expanding tribal sovereignty captivate
you? Then you must attend the upcoming First Ever:
Tribal Captive Insurance Company Conference.

This conference is planned for February 2024 at the gorgeous
Gila River Wild Horse Pass Casino and Hotel located just
south of Phoenix. The First Ever Tribal Captive Insurance
Company Conference is brought to you by the Captive
Insurance Association for Native Nations (“CIANN"). You

can find out more about CIANN at www.ciann.org.

What is a captive insurance company and how might it
benefit your tribal nation? I'm glad that you asked. A captive
insurance company is an entity that is owned by its parent
company. In our case, the captive insurance company would
be owned by a tribal nation. The captive insurance company
provides various types of insurance coverages for the Tribal
Nation as well as the Nation’s affiliated entities such as
gaming, health care, the housing authority and employee
health coverages and employee benefits. Many of these
insurance policies are not offered by traditional insurance
companies or they may only be offered at a very high cost.

Captive insurance companies are a form of self-insurance
where risks of catastrophic losses are passed on to
reinsurers. Captives can offer insurance coverage at more
affordable rates and captives provide the greatest degree
of control over insurance and risk management.

Moreover, a captive insurance company also allows the
tribe to further enlarge and expand tribal sovereignty via
self-regulation. Just as is the case in gaming, tribes can
form their own Insurance Commission to license, examine,
and regulate the tribal captive insurance company.

So what are some of the major advantages of the tribal
captive insurance company. In no order, the following
represent the benefits a tribal nation can expect by
forming and owning a captive insurance company:

Expands Tribal Sovereignty. The captive expands
and enlarges tribal sovereignty via self-regulation
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by establishing a tribal insurance commission;

Control. The tribal captive insurance company affords
the tribal nation the greatest degree of control over
risk management and insurance matters:

Customized and Tailored Insurance Policies. The tribal
captive insurance company writes its own policies with the
best interest of the Tribal Nation being foremost. No more
off the shelf boilerplate policies with deceptive fine print:

Save $$$. You can reasonably expect to save a
significant amount of money via lower premiums and
systematic loss prevention measures. You will no longer
be paying premiums with embedded taxes, insurance
advertising expenses, and huge sales commissions.

New Business Entity. It is appropriate to think of the tribal
captive insurance company as a new business entity with
a goal of making a profit. That profit, or surplus, can be
returned to the tribe on an annual basis. The goal is to
save money for the tribe and for the captive insurance
company to write a check to the tribe each year.

No Political Instability. The captive insurance company is
owned and controlled by the tribal nation. The captive must
always act in the best interests of the tribal nation. Therefore,
the captive will not be subject to political instability as we've
witnessed with the state of Oklahoma in recent years:

Employee Benefits. Captives can offer their parent
tribal nation’s employees a wide range of employee
health care and employee benefits. These coverages
are totally controlled by the Tribal Nation;

They Did It — So Can You. Today there are over 7,000 captive
insurance companies worldwide. The first captive insurance
company was formed nearly 100 years ago. It is a proven
concept with a successful history. A captive insurance company
is just that; it is an insurance company. Many organizations,
large and small, have successfully benefited from owning

a captive insurance company. They Did It - So Can You.

So now that we know what captives are and their primary
benefits, let’s talk about the conference. CIANN is hosting the
First Ever Tribal Captive Insurance Company Conference. CIANN,
the Captive Insurance Association for Native Nations, is the
organization conducting the conference. While the exact date
has yet to be finalized, it is expected to be a 2-day conference
during February 2024. The conference site will be at the beautiful
Gila River Wild Horse Pass Casino and Hotel in Chandler, AZ.

The agenda is expected to encompass such topics as: Why
Form a Tribal Captive? Captives 101, Captive Formation
Stories, Sovereignty and Self-Regulation: The Tribal Domicile,




Using a Captive for Employee Benefits, and much more.

For more information on this groundbreaking Captive
Insurance Company concept in Indian Country, please visit
the CIANN website at www.ciann.org or email Kenny Tolbert,
Executive Director, CIANN at Ktolbert@tolbertco.com.

If you are captivated by the idea of gaining the greatest degree
of control over insurance, saving hundreds of thousands of
dollars, and expanding your tribe's sovereignty, you must attend
the First Ever Tribal Captive Insurance Company Conferencel

CIlAN
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By Abdullah Aliya

Financial Crimes department, BOK Financial

Fraud is on the rise and the trends in online
fraud are constantly changing, but we've seen a
big influx of scammers impersonating banks or
financial institutions in the last quarter or so.

In some iterations of the scam, scammers will
reportedly text people pretending to be the bank

and ask them to click on a link to verify information.

Once they click that link, they grant access to all
of their online banking information and now the
scammers can send out large amounts of money.

How to protect yourself

While threats can come from a number of
places, here are seven precautions you can
take to protect your online accounts:

1. Avoid clicking on links. Unless you're expecting
14 | June 2023 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US
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7 ways to protect yourself
from online fraud

a link or document to be sent, avoid clicking on
links you receive via email or text messages.

2. Pay attention to security alerts about data breaches.
When a data breach occurs, businesses are required to
alert consumers of what information was breached and
might be available to cybercriminals. In this instance, it's
a good idea to change your password if you have reason
to believe your information has been compromised.

3. Do not share codes or authentication information.
Banking apps and financial logins typically require you

to set up multi-factor authentication (MFA) to protect
your accounts. With MFA, when you use your password
to login, a push notification or code is sent to your phone
via text message, which you must enter to gain access to
your account. Fraudsters may request this information
while impersonating your bank or financial institution,
but you should never give these codes to anyone.

4. Protect your banking information like you would
your physical wallet. If you give someone your
wallet, they have access to your ID, cash, debit
cards, account information and your name. They
can send money using various apps, and then
you're out all of that money. Treat your digital
information like your wallet and protect it as such.



5. Pay attention to passwords. Don't repeat passwords
across accounts because, if there's a data breach

and someone gets your password, they will have
access to multiple accounts. Instead, use a password
manager that allows you to store your passwords

in an MFA-enabled account and autofill from

your browser. Stay away from saving passwords

in your browser—these are prone to hacking.

6. If your information is stolen, put a freeze on your
credit. Reach out to the three credit bureaus and place
a freeze or an alert so that if someone applies for a

line of credit or there's an inquiry, you will know. If
you're a part of a breach and you discover your identity
has been stolen, visit identitytheft.gov, the Federal
Trade Commission's reporting site, and file a report.

7. Monitor your credit. Prevention is the biggest
thing you can do to protect yourself, so regularly
monitor your credit score and report to ensure
everything on there is your doing.

What to do if you get a banking alert:

In some cases, banking customers may receive alerts
about a change to an account they did not make or
notification of an account they did not create.

If this happens to you, immediately call the customer
service line or stop by a branch to report it. Don't
ever click a link. Do your homework, and if you get

a text claiming to be from your, call and verify that

it is in fact from your bank before you click on it.
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The Gathering Business Summit

to champion diversity at River Spirit this July

(TULSA, Okla.) The American Indian Chamber of Commerce of Oklahoma (AICCO) will return
to River Spirit Casino and Resort this July for The Gathering Business Summit. Organizers
say this year is all about championing more diversity within national economies.

“Our goal is to not just highlight and promote diversity throughout Oklahoma and across the US,” AICCO
State Board President Bailey Walker said. “We are encouraging all of our tribal and business leaders directly to
actively engage in what our chamber members and supporters have to offer. The strength of our community
businesses and leadership is a force to be reckoned with, and we know here at AICCO it is a force for good.”

Launched publicly in Tulsa 30 years ago this year, AICCO is now the largest chamber of
Native and minority-owned businesses in Oklahoma, committed to strengthening and
advancing economic opportunity with an emphasis on the Native perspective.

The chamber has since branched out to additional chapters throughout the state,
including an Oklahoma City chapter and an Eastern chapter in Okmulgee.

Now in its 8th year, The Gathering, AICCO's biggest annual event of the year will return
to its Tulsa roots, taking place Sunday, July 23, through Tuesday, July 25.

Full conference registration, One Day Passes, Vendor Booth Registration,
and Artisan Registration are available for purchase here.
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Over the years, The Gathering has expanded from
speakers and vendors to full-scale business matchmaking
and multiple networking opportunities. Topics

range from successful field-tested strategies of local

organizations, how to secure government contracts, and

getting funding and resources for small businesses.

Attendees, chamber members and non-members alike,
are also from varied public and private sectors, such as
telecommunication firms, digital enterprises, federal

contractors, and even fashion designers and other artists.

“Looking back at history, Native Americans have
always evolved to survive,” Walker said. “This goes
hand-in-hand with why Indian Country businesses are
thriving and worthy of time and investment today.”

Walker said diversity sparks innovation when
integrated into business, bringing different

Home loans
that get the
Native American
community home.

© BANK OF OKLAHOMA

We go above. So you can go beyond.

Bank of Oklahoma® is a trademark of BOKF, NA. Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender =Y.
©2023 BOKF, NA. NMLS ID 403501.

perspectives together to build best practices of
success. That diversity-fueled innovation is what
he hopes to highlight at this year’s event.

The Gathering's diversity spotlight will also be facilitated
by directors of preferred Indian-owned programs and
Tribal Employment Rights Offices (TEROs) from a number
of tribes across Oklahoma in attendance this July.

The Gathering Business Summit 2023
tickets are available for purchase now.

For more information, visit https://aiccok.
org/events/business-summit/




FANSAS

Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Player Spotlight

Seneca Steele

Position: Centerfield/Pitcher
Post: Quarterback

Height: 64"

School: Kansas High School
Q and A with Seneca Steele

Tribe Affiliation: Cherokee and Quapaw

Favorite Bible Verse: Colossians 3:17 “And whatever you
do, whether in word or deed, do it in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him”.

Nickname: Man of Steel
Favorite food: Chicken Sandwich

Favorite Walk-Up Song: Follow God - Kayne West

Favorite Player: Giannis Antetokounmpo,
he is very humble and works hard.

Favorite Part of Being On a Team: Making
relationships with my team mates, and being able
to compete against good competition.
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Who Do You Look Up To? - My Mom and Dad, The
way they carry themselves and them setting an
example for me pushes me to do my best. | hope to
be like them someday whenever | raise my kids.

Plans After Graduation: Go to college and become an engineer

What Is Your Favorite Part of Being a Christian Athlete:
Being able to represent God through my performance:

Who was my favorite Coach: My football coach, Coach
Kirk.He is a natural born.leader and wants the:lbest for
me and my teammates. | wouldn’t be the same without
him coaching me and giving me the tools for success.

Favorite part of Kansas High School FCA: Being able to be with
a community of Christians to;make the world a better place

Words from Coach Kirk:

“Seneca Steele js a'greatileader on and off the fields and court.
He’s mature beyond hisiage. He's a true scholarathlete with a
bright future:"He works extremely hard in the classroom and he
puts in the woerk oniweekends or, before school tolbe the best
athlete he'can be.He'stbeen’leading the lockerroom since his
freshmanyear/Asia. Sophomore he had a great year at\QB for
us tetaling, over 2500 yards'and 30. TDs and we're expecting
those gumbers'to jumprinithe 2023 season. Senecais just-an
allaround great'kid and he's the type of kid you can buildyeur
programs.around:He's a great role model for my sons and the
youngerkids always showing others the utmost respectiand
kindness:Big things'coming from him-in the next-two years:“

Coach\Walrfen Kirk
Kafisas-HS-Head Football Coach

Eellowship of Christian-Athletes: Greater Promise¥ou're
seeing.glimpses.of what you can be as an athleteyand
it's\exciting to experience competitive growth."But is
itjust about improving, achieving and winningZifiso,
that feeling of-excitement might not last for ong:

The world promises fame, success and statlis,but it's a
mirage that leaves us empty and hollow When the lights of
the world's success have faded and we are left in a hard
season of strugglée. Séreyit’sexcitingmwhen the spotlight's
on us-and the roar of the'erowdlisTampingiup before the
big game. But what about long afterthestadium is empty,
and the lights are turned off? Those fansawho ¢hanted our
name won't remember us once our seasonihias passed, and
those same voices lifting you up when succgss was yours
will cease to speak when you need words to lift you up.



It's easy to get wrapped up in your sport but doing
so can leave you empty. More than anything you can
find through athletic success, God wants to give you
the greater promise that comes from Jesus.

Greater Promise Key Verses-"For God loved the world in this
way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him. Anyone who believes in
him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe

is already condemned, because he has not believed in the
name of the one and only Son of God.” —John 3:16-18

John Morris is currently serving with Oklahoma Fellowship
of Christian Athletes in Cherokee, Adair and Delaware
Counties and is supported financially by faith partners.

If you are interested in more information on FCA or

being a faith partner go to this link https://my.fca.org/
johnmorris. John can be contacted through email:
johnmorris@fca.org or by cell number (785-760-1627).
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June 2023 Tribal
Festival Guide

This is the official listing of pow-wows and
Tribal festivals for the month of June. i 37th annual Rec

p,.our reguiaﬂdg;es ~ the First -""

We? invite you t us June 1-3 =
The Pandemic is, hopefully, officially over with. e spectacular National Cowboy Museumn aqd We*stern v
Lots happen since everyone has had to distance Hﬁ{-‘tage Ce”’” ”orthweswlahoma CW y  /

themselves from each other. Always take time
to love the ones that have gone on, natural or
otherwise, and to remember keep these traditions
and customs that's been handed to us to carry on.

53rd Aﬁqual Alaumas‘

<

For this year. Lots of dances! Lots of Tribal Festivals!
Lots of food! So mark your calendars and make your
plans to travel around Oklahoma and see some

of the finest dancers in this state! You're going

to get a glimpse of contest pow-wows to annual
dances not seen anywhere else in the country.

Keep this issue with you for the course
of the season and make sure you
make it to every event this year!

lowa Tribe of Qk 6ma
Perkins, OK

Vendors contact:
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22nd Annual Miami Nation
Pow Wow 2023

June 23rd - 24th, 2023

Miami Nation Arena
2319 Newman Road, Miami, OK, 74354

CONTACT INFO:

Contests — George Alexander 580-401-1481
Vendors — Tera Hatley 918-919-1444
Camping - Donya Williams 918-541-7274
General Info — Julie Olds 918-541-3131
Miami Tribe HQ: 918-541-1300

piversary of the
. akland, OK.

ng, prmces_ contests, ct
OOﬁhis y ks the 48th

will celebrate
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26™ ANNUAL PEORIA

h JUNE 16 & 17, 2023
B BUFFALO RUN CASINO & RESORT INSIDE PEORIA SHOWPLACE

1000 BUFFALO RUN BLYD. MIAMI, OK

AR AFE

Emcee Juaquin Hamilton-Youngbird Head Lady Hauli Sioux Gray

Head Singer Rusty Cozad Head Gourd Dancer Jason Dollarhide
Head Man AJ Leadingfox Arena Director Chuck Bread

Host Northern Drum Young Buffalo Horse

s C H E D U I. REGISTRATION OPENS FRIDAY EVENING AND SATURDAY AFTERNOON DURING
: GOURD DANCES. CONTESTANTS MUST MAKE AT LEAST 2 GRAND ENTRIES.

Friday, June 16 Saturday, June 17

Gourd Dance 5:30-7:30pm Gourd Dance 12:00-2:00pm

(contest registration open)

(contest registration open)

Grand Entry 8:00pm Grand Entry 2:30pm
Tiny Tots (6 and under) Juniors All (13-17) | Golden Age Men (55+)
. Gourd Dance 5:30-7:30pm
lioys i) (b (/2 Grand Entry 8:00pm
Golden Age Women (55+) Adult Women (18-54) | Adult Men (18-54)
ADULT CATEGORIES

1st place - $1000 | 2nd place - $750 | 3rd place - $500
$50 000 For general info contact %
? Charla EchoHawk or Cultural
PRIZE MONEY rPreservation Staff at 918.540.2535

Any person under 21 must be escorted by an adult or casino security. Invited drums only. No
drugs or alcohol in the Showplace at any time during the event. No Food Vendors. Concession
available. The Peoria Tribe is not responsible for lost or stolen items and/or accidents.




GRAND ENTRY
JUNE 16 at 8PM
JUNE 17 at 7PM
JUNE 18 at 7PM

MOURNERS MEAL - JUNE 14 AT 6:30PM, CHENA BUILDING
SUPPER to be served on Saturday
All adult contesters must make 2 grand entries

EMCEE RG Harris &
John Arkeketa

HEAD SINGER Robert Tehauno
HEAD MAN URELED
HEAD LADY Michelle Pewewardy
HEAD GOURD Ed Yellowfish
ARENA DIRECTORS Jeff McClellan &
Amos Littlecrow

OUTGOING PRINCESS......ccc.. Madison Switch-Fixico
INCOMING PRINCESS............Cyrus Tehauno-Switch

HONORED ELDERS........mmmmnnes Francis Deer Jr.
Judith Shores Carson
COLOR GUARD.......conmemm S€Minole Honor Guard

COOKS.........Raynetta (Gawhega James & Family)

VENDORS CONTACT KENT TEHAUNO (405-788-9990)

POWWOW COMMITTEE
HINGLU HUBER (405-780-3869), LESLIE TANYAN (405-245-9953),
KENT TEHAUNO (405-788-9990), AND GREG “HOAGIE" MILLER (918-873-7058)

&,

A

IOWA TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA
335588 EAST 750 ROAD
PERKINS, OK 74059
405-547-2402



NO,we s

'

-“4

Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline

t [|- QUIT NOW

q. OKhelpline.com

&
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Fibty

DOLS AND SUPPORT
UBACCO YOUR WAY

LUZENGES | PHONE COACHING

GET FREE
TO QUIT TC

PATCHES | GUM |

[ J =
SOUTHERN PLAINS 1
TRIBAL HEALTH BOARD

Visit spti-org or tset.ok.gov for more information

—
T
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H PI‘HH ainted on deerskin, |
llh “‘ a ap of "ul an
'Hl'l' nt visual of Chickasaw
HLA'IIHH lustre ates I fl‘!“j!'“‘
vorld was viewed by our ancestors.

region, which was coveted by colonists

who needed maps. The Chickasaw Map is
credited to Fani’ Minko’ (Squirrel Leader or
Squirrel King), a Chickasaw warrior and leader.




918.409.7252

adam@nativeoklahoma.us



TOPGOLF

SWING SUITE.

SCHEDULE YOUR TOP GOLF EXPERIENCE TODAY! |
WALK-INS WELCOME

SCAN NOW TO
LEARN MORE! ™%

GOLF COURSE

1ST YEAR MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL
CORPORATE PACKAGE

$5,000 ANNUAL COST

TOTAL PACKAGE VALUE: $10,000

i

PEORIARIDGE.COM
_ ;gﬂ ff‘ _wm 10301 S 600 RD. MIAMI, OK 74354

pricing does not include applicable taxes

*Proof of company required

$416.67/MONTH
FOR 1 YEAR
INCLUDES:

UP TO 5 MEMBERS

2 FREE CONCERT TICKETS
PER MONTH

MONTHLY BUFFALO RUN
CASINO FREE PLAY

ADVANCE TEE TIMES

1 FREE NIGHT HOTEL
STAY PER MONTH

UNLIMITED GOLF CARTS
& RANGE BALLS

20% OFF APPAREL
AT PRO SHOP

T —

MIAMI, OK | EXIT 313



DOWNSTREAM CASINO RESORT
69300 East Nee Road, Quapaw,

OK 74363 | 1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876)
918-919-6000

E: info@downstreamcasino.com
www.downstream.com

BUFFALO RUN CASINO RESORT
1366 N. Highway 69A, Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 | Fax: 918-542-2908
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd
www.buffalorunhotel.com

INDIGO SKY CASINO

70220 East HWY 60, Wyandotte,

OK 74370

1.888.992.5KY1 | www.indigoskycasino.com

GRAND LAKE CASINO & LODGE
24701 S 655 Rd., Grove, OK, 74344

Phone: 918.786.8528 | RSVP: 918.786.4406
| Event Center: 918.786.1974
www.grandlakecasino.com

CHEROKEE CASINO WEST
SILOAM SPRINGS

1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway,

412 West Siloam Springs, OK 74338
1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) to RSVP
www.cherokeecasino.com

CHEROKEE INN

Cherokee Boulevard, Roland, OK
74954 800.256.2338 | EXT: 205

28| June 2023 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US
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HARD ROCK CASINO HOTEL RESORT_
777 West Cherokee Street; Catoosa, ete
OK 74015 | 1.800.760.6700

www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

OSAGE CASINO HOTELS
1.877.246.8777 : :
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels
Skiatook & Ponca City

First Council Casino Hotel 12875
North Highway 77, Newkirk, OK 74647
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or (877) 725-2670
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

GRAND CASINO HOTEL RESORT
777 Grand Casino Boulevard

Shawnee, OK 74804

Casino: (405) 964-7263

Hotel: (405) 964-7777
www.grandresortok.com

ARTESIAN HOTEL
100T-W. 1st Street; Sulphur, OK-73086
1.855.455.5255 |www.artesianhotel.com

RIVERWIND CASINO HOTEL
1544 State Highway 9, Norman, OK 73072
1-405-322-6000 | www.riverwind.com

CHOCTAW CASINO

RESORT - DURANT

4216S. Hwy 69/75, Durant , OK 74701
Tel: 1-580-920-0160 | Toll Free: 1-888-
652-4628 | Fax: 1-580-931-2725

E: hotel.shift@choctawcasinos.com

’."..ﬂ; . -_" 3400 Choctaw Road, Pocola, OK 74902
S Tel:918-436-7761

% %

<<1+L1Toll Free: 1.800.590.5825

Fax: 918.436.7723
E: pocola.hotelmanagers@choctawcasinos.com

CHOCTAW CASINO RESORT - GRANT
US Hwy 271, Grant, OK 74738 USA

Tel: 580-317-8500 | Fax: 580-326-5171

E: nancy.hedrick@choctawcasinos.com

WINSTAR WORLD CASINO & RESORT
777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317

www.winstarworldcasino.com

WINSTAR WORLD CASINO HOTEL
1-866-946-7787

THE INN AT WINSTAR

21943 Anoatubby Way, Thackerville,
OK 73459

1-866-946-7787

APACHE CASINO HOTEL
2315 East Gore Blvd., Lawton,
OK 73501 580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

COMANCHE RED RIVER CASINO
Oklahoma 36 Devol, OK

1-877-369-8351
www.comanchenationcasinos.com

RIVER SPIRIT CASINO RESORT
8330 Riverside Pkwy, Tulsa, OK 74137
918-299-8518 | www.riverspirittulsa.com



GOLF CLUBS

EAGLE CREEK GOLF CLUB
2742 Ben Pell Dr « Joplin, MO
64804 | 417-623-5050
www.downstream.com/
Golf_eaglecreek

18 holes | Par 71 | 6,785 yards |
Dress code | Bar/lounge

CHEROKEE HILLS GOLF COURSE
770 West Cherokee Street

Catoosa, OK 74015

1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com

18 Holes | Par 70 | 6635 Yards

| Dress code | Bar/Grill | Pro-

shop | Banquet room

FIRELAKE GOLF COURSE
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK 74801
405-275-4471
www.firelakegolf.com

18 holes | Par 72 | 6,595 yards

WINSTAR GOLF COURSE
Casino Ave.,Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317 777

27 Holes | 7,200 yards | Par 72 |
Dress code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

WINSTAR GOLF ACADEMY
Fountainhead Creek Golf Course
HC 60-1350, Checotah, OK 74426
918-689-3209 | 18 Holes | Par 72 |
Dress code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

WILL ROGERS DOWNS

20900 South 4200 Rd.

Claremore, OK 74019

918-283-8800

400 RV pads | 50/30 amp | Full hook-
ups | Restrooms | Laundry | Shower
facilities | 4-hr security | Over 40,000
sq ft of versatile meeting space |

Wi-Fi | Dog park | Horseshoe pit |
Playground | Tent sites | Barbecue grills

CHEROKEE SPRINGS GOLF COURSE
700 E. Ballentine Rd, Tahlequah,

OK 74464 | 918-456-5100

18 Holes | Par 70 | Dress

RV LISTINGS

WILL ROGERS DOWNS CHEROKEE HILLS GOLF COURSE

918.283.8800, 20900 South 4200 Rd.
Claremore, OK 74019, RV PADS | 400,
AMPS | 50/30, Accommodations:
Restrooms, Laundry, Showers, Wi-Fi,
Picnic Area, Club House, Meeting Room

PEORIA RIDGE GOLF

(918) 542-7676, www.peoriaridge.com

10301 South 600 Road « Miami, OK

74354, RV PADS | 18, AMPS | 72
Accommodations: Restrooms | 6960, Showers,
Wi-Fi, Picnic Area, Club House, Meeting Room

FIRELAKE GOLF COURSE

(405) 275-4471, www.firelakegolf.com
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK 74801, RV PADS | 18,
AMPS | 72, Accommodations:
Restrooms | 6595, Showers

1.800.760.6700, cherokee.golf@cnent.com,
770 West Cherokee Street Catoosa, OK 74015,
RV PADS | 18, AMPS | 72, Accommodations:
Restrooms | 6635, Showers, Wi-Fi, Picnic
Area, Club House, Meeting Room
WINSTAR GOLF COURSE 3
1-800-622-6317, 777 Casino Ave. Thackerville,

OK 73459, RV PADS | 27, AMPS | 72,
Accommodations: Restrooms | 7200, Showers,
Wi-Fi, Picnic Area, Club House, Meeting Room

FOUNTAINHEAD CREEK GOLF COURSE
(918) 689-3209, HC 60-1350 Checotah,

OK 74426, RV PADS | 18, AMPS |

72, Accommodations: Showers,

Wi-Fi, Picnic Area, Club House

CHEROKEE SPRINGS GOLF C
700 E. Ballentine Road, Tahlequah
OK, RV PADS | 18, AMPS | 70
Accommodations: Showers, Wi-Fi;

i HM
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NATIVE
ARTISANS

TRADE POST/GIFT SHOP LISTING

SUPERNAW’S OKLAHOMA
| INDIAN SUPPLY

213 E W.C. Rogers Blvd | Skiatook, OK 74070
918-396-1713 | www.supernaws.com

SOUTHWEST TRADING COMPANY
1306 E 11th St | Tulsa, OK 74120

918-760-3237 | Facebook: @
SouthwestNativeGoods

OKLAHOMA NATIVE ART & JEWELRY

2204 Exchange Ave | Oklahoma City, OK 73108

405-604-9800 | www.oknativeart.com

THE ART MARKET
5014 S. Sheridan Rd | Tulsa, OK 74145
918-664-0626 | www.indianarttulsa.com

TRIBES 131
131 24th Ave NW | Norman, OK 73069
405-329-4442 | www.tribes131.com

CHA TULLIS GALLERY
108 W. Main St. | Hominy, OK 74035
918.885.4717 | www.chatullis.com

% NATIVE AMERICAN ART
317 S. Main St. | Tulsa, OK 74103
918-584-5792

| SOUTHERN PLAINS INDIAN ART
2720 Ave J | Lawton, OK 73505

580-699-2983 | www.
mitchellearlboyiddleok.com

OKLAHOMA INDIAN ARTS & CRAFTS
214 NW 2nd St. | Anadarko, OK 73005

405-247-3486 | Facebook: Oklahom
Indian Arts & Crafts Co-Operative

AMERICAN INDIAN CULTURAL CENTER
& MUSEUM

900 N Broadway Ave | Oklahoma City, OK 73102
405-239-5500 | www.famok.org

S & L GALLERY
511 W. Main St. | Henryetta, OK 74437
918-652-5387 | Facebook: @SAndLGallery

JACOBSON HOUSE
609 Chautauqua Ave | Norman, OK 73069
405-366-1667 | www.jacobsonhouse.org

RED EARTH
100 N Broadway Ave | Oklahoma City, OK 73102
405-427-5228 | www.redearth.org

CITIZEN POTAWATOMI NATION
CULTURAL HERITAGE CENTER

1899 Gordon Cooper Drive | Shawnee, OK 74801
405-878-5830 | www.potawatomiheritage.com

SEMINOLE NATION MUSEUM
524 S. Wewoka Ave | Wewoka, OK 74884

405-257-5580 | www.
seminolenationmuseum.org

FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES MUSEUM
1101 Honor Heights Dr. | Muskogee, OK 74401
918-683-1701 | www.fivetribes.org

GILCREASE MUSEUM
1400 N. Gilcrease Museum Rd | Tulsa, OK 74127
918-596-2700 | www.gilcrease.org

CHEROKEE HERITAGE CENTER
21192 S. Keeler Dr. | Park Hill, OK 74451
918-456-6007 | www.cherokeeheritage.org




OKLAHOMA TRIBAL DIRECTORY

ABSENTEE-SHAWNEE TRIBE
2025 South Gordon Cooper
Shawnee, OK, 74801| 405.275.4030

ALABAMA-QUASSARTE
Tribal Town, 101 E..Broadway
Wetumka, OK; 74883

405 452-3987

APACHE TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA

511 East Colorado Drive
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-9493

CADDO NATION OF
OKLAHOMA

Hwys. 281 & 152 Intersection
Binger, OK | 405-656-2344

CHEROKEE NATION
South of Tahlequah, Hwy. 62
Tahlequah, OK | 918-453-5000

CHEYENNE-ARAPAHO TRIBES
100 Red Moon Circle, Concho,
OK 405-262-0345

CHICKASAW NATION
124 East 14th Street, Ada, OK
(580) 436-2603

CHOCTAW NATION
OF OKLAHOMA

529 N. 16th St., Durant, OK
800-522-6170

CITIZEN POTAWATOMI
NATION

1601 Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK | 40A5-275-3121

COMANCHE NATION
584 NW Bingo Rd., Lawton,
OK 877-492-4988

DELAWARE (LENAPE) TRIBE
OF INDIANS

5100 East Tuxedo Blvd.

Bartlesville, OK

918- 337-6550

DELAWARE NATION
31064 State Highway 281
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-2448

EASTERN SHAWNEE TRIBE
OF OKLAHOMA

127 Oneida St., Seneca, MO
918-666-2435

FORT SILL APACHE TRIBE
Route 2, Box 12, Apache, OK
580-588-2298

IOWA TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA
RR 1, Box 72, Perkins, OK
405-547-2402

KAW NATION OF OKLAHOMA
698 Grandview Drive, Kaw City, OK
580-269-2552

KIALEGEE TRIBAL TOWN
623 East Hwy. 9, Wetumka, OK
405-452-3262

KICKAPOO TRIBE
OF OKLAHOMA
P.O. Box 70, McLoud, OK
405-964-7053

KIOWA INDIAN TRIBE
OF OKLAHOMA

Hwy. 9, West of Carnegie,
Carnegie, OK

580-654-2300

MIAMI TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA
202 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-542-1445

MODOC TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA

418 G Street, Miami, OK
918-542-1190

MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION
Hwy. 75 and Loop 56,

Okmulgee, OK

800-482-1979

OSAGE NATION
813 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK
918-287-5555

OTTAWA TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA

13 S.69 A, Miami, OK
918-540-1536

OTOE-MISSOURIA TRIBE
8151 Hwy 177, Red Rock, OK
877-692-6863

PAWNEE NATION OF
OKLAHOMA

Pawnee, OK

918-762-3621

PEORIA TRIBE OF INDIANS
OF OKLAHOMA

118 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-540-2535

PONCA TRIBE
20 White Eagle Drive,
Ponca City, OK
580-762-8104

QUAPAW TRIBE OF INDIANS
5681 S. 630 Rd., Quapaw, OK
918-542-1853

SAC AND FOX NATION
920883 S. Hwy 99, Stroud, OK
918-968-3526

SEMINOLE NATION
OF OKLAHOMA
Junction Hwys. 270 and 56
P. O. Box 1498, Wewoka, OK
405-257-7200

SENECA-CAYUGA NATION
23701 S 655 Road, Grove, OK
918-542-6609

SHAWNEE TRIBE
29 S. Hwy. 69A, Miami, OK
918-542-2441

THLOPTHLOCCO

TRIBAL TOWN

09095 Okemah Street, Okemah, OK
918-560-6198.

TONKAWA TRIBE OF INDIANS
1 Rush Buffalo Road, Tonkawa, OK
580-628-2561

UNITED KEETOOWAH BAND
OF CHEROKEE INDIANS

PO Box 746, Tahlequah, OK
918-431-1818

WICHITA AND
AFFILIATED TRIBES
(Wichita, Keechi, Waco, Tawakonie)
Hwy. 281, Anadarko, OK
405-247-2425

WYANDOTTE NATION
64700 E. Highway 60,
Wyandotte, OK
918-678-2297
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